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For immediate release

process.

children trapped in the camps.

independent monitors.

The Advisory Committee for the formation of the Provisional Transnational Government of
Tamil Eelam (PTGTE) met in Oslo, Norway from October 2" to October 4™ 2009. The
Advisory Committee discussed in detail the procedural matters relating to the conduct of free and
fair elections for the PTGTE. The Advisory Committee discussed a number of proposals made
in this regard by the Tamil Diaspora. The Advisory Committee met with the Tamil community
in Oslo at a public forum and also held individual consultations.

The first step in the formation of the PTGTE will be the election of a constituent assembly. The
constituent assembly allows for broad participation and inclusion of diverse points of view.

The Advisory Committee discussed details of the election process. These details included: the
minimum age requirements to vote and stand for elections; the voter registration process; the
minimum criteria required for registration; the nature of the proof of such criteria; a hybrid
system which allows people to register in advance as well as participate in the election with
adequate proof and the mechanism for direct election to the constituent assembly. The Advisory
Committee also discussed gender representation in the elected body. It explored the possibility
of engaging national and international organizations in planning and monitoring the election

Country Working Groups (CWG) will be organized to undertake the ground work for the
formation of the PTGTE including assisting in the election process and in the dissemination of
information to Diaspora communities and the International Community. The Secretariat of the
PTGTE will be established in Geneva to co-ordinate the activities of the CWGs and to attend to
the immediate humanitarian priorities.

Reflecting on the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Sri Lanka, the Advisory Committee is pursuing
avenues of ensuring that children trapped in the Government internment camps are reunited with
their families and are afforded all international protections available to them. The Advisory
Committee is engaged in an ongoing process of collecting and documenting information of

The Advisory Committee takes this opportunity to condemn the continuing internment of nearly
300,000 innocent Tamil civilians by the Government of Sri Lanka which is permanently and
overwhelmingly dominated by the Sinhalese. Despite repeated requests from the international
community, access to these camps is still denied to humanitarian organizations, journalists and

info@govtamileelam.org
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Tamils facing “cultural annihaliation”
by SL Government: Australian Greens Senator lan Cohen

“It may be argued that the Tamil
people have a legitimate right to self-
determination but what is essential
now is that we must see an end to
the oppressive and discriminatory
policies of the victorious Sri Lankan
Government” urged Greens Sena-
tor Ian Cohen in an address to the
Australian Parliament on September
24th. Highlighting the “potential hu-
manitarian catastrophe” faced by al-
most 300,000 refugees who “despite
their desire and capacity to return
home they are being held prisoner”,
Senator Cohen described the Govern-

ments treatment of Tamils as “a litany
of injustice, cultural annihilation and
human rights atrocities”. Meanwhile,
a Tamil NGO official in Vavuniyaa,
while welcoming the interest of Aus-
tralian politicians, said they should
also come forward to "first address
the question of double standards,
employed by their government, be-
tween issues such as East Timor and
Eezham.”

“The calls for addressing imme-
diate humanitarian crisis in the is-
land, knowingly brought in by the IC,
are ineffective without addressing the

fundamental question,” the IDP offi-
cial in Vavuniyaa said adding that the
current plight of Tamils is essentially
a result of the "ideological bankrupt-
cy of the International Community"
in not being able to find universal
formulas for recognising righteous
questions of liberation.

Senator Cohen in his address
said: “Human rights agencies say
that there are between 30 to 50 ‘dis-
appearances’ every day of people
from the camps. The Sri Lankan
Government may well be continuing
its human rights abuses with these ar-

WEEKLY

October 09,2009
Obama awarded 2009
Nobel Peace Prize

The first African-
American to win the
White House, Obama
was praised by the
Norweigan Nobel
Committee for “his
extraordinary efforts
to strengthen interna-
tional diplomacy and
cooperation between
peoples.”

“Only very rarely has a person to the same
extent as Obama captured the world’s attention
and given its people hope for a better future,” the
committee said. “His diplomacy is founded in the
concept that those who are to lead the world must
do so on the basis of values and attitudes that are
shared by the majority of the world’s population.”

The committee also said Obama has “created
a new climate in international politics.”

The announcement came as a surprise --
Obama’s name had not been mentioned among
front-runners -- and the roomful of reporters in
Oslo, Norway, gasped when he was named.

In his short time in office, Obama has acted
on a wide range of issues from the economy to
terrorism and wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

The committee wanted to be “far more dar-
ing” than in recent times and make an impact on
global politics, said Kristian Berg Harpviken,
director of the International Peace Research In-
stitute.

Wangari Muta Maathai, the Kenyan who
won the 2004 Peace Prize, said Obama’s win will
help Africa move forward.

“I think it is extraordinary,” she said. “It will
be even greater inspiration for the world. He has
shown how we can probably come together, work
together in a cooperative way.”

The award comes at a crucial time for
Obama, who currently has administration offi-
cials dispatched on global peace missions.

Obama’s envoy to the Middle East, George
Mitchell, has returned to the region to advocate
for peace negotiations between Israelis and Pal-
estinians. Mitchell met Thursday with Israeli
President Shimon Peres. He plans to meet Friday
with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu before
talking with Palestinian leaders in the West Bank.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton starts a
six-day trip to Europe and Russia on Friday. On
the trip, the secretary will discuss the next steps
on Iran and North Korea, and international efforts
to have the two countries end their nuclear pro-
grams.

The centerpiece of the trip will be her visit to
Moscow, where she will work toward an agree-
ment to take the place of the Start IT arms control
pact, which expires December 5. She will also
address the new bilateral presidential commis-
sion that is working on a broad range of issues,
from arms control to health.

Obama became the third sitting president
U.S. president to win the prestigious prize. Jim-
my Carter was the fourth American leader to win,
but he was long out of office when he was recog-
nized in 2002.
bitrary arrests.” He blamed Colombo for its
move to weed out alleged ex LTTE cadres
within the camps as “collectively punishing
the non-combatant civilians who wish to re-
turn home”.

“Many of the almost 300,000 internally
displaced persons have relatives in Sri Lan-
ka who are prepared to look after them” the

continued on page 13
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Tamileelam Government in Exile Vs Provisional
Transnational Government of Tamileelam

By: Roy Gardiner

The Sri Lankan government’s claimed
military victory over the LTTE has certain-
ly created a void in the Tamil Eelam strug-
gle; at-least the perception is that. While
there exists numerous unanswered ques-
tions about the whole issue of the LTTE’s
defeat.

At this juncture, the need for a pow-
er centre to mobilize Eezham Tamils on
ground as well as the Diaspora to take
forward the struggle for independence is
greatly felt.

sl

Although its guns have been silenced
as announced by the LTTE during the last
days of the Eezham War 1V, the advance-
ment of the struggle to achieve Thamizh
Eezham through Democratic politics has
been in the air since the 15th of June 2009.

Selvarasa Pathmanathan, LTTE'’s
Head of International Relations on that
day announced to the world that the Tamils
will be marching forward by establishing
a Provisional Transnational Government of
Thamizh Eezham — A novel experiment ac-
cording to an editorial dated the same day
by TamilNet.com.

In this backdrop it is imperative that
the facts about the proposed transnational
government are understood sans confu-
sion. The term Provisional Transnational
Government is not only a novel concept
but also a term coming to use for the first
time.

The modern world politics has gone
through various phases since WWI, due
to occupations and conquering maneu-
vers made in the early twentieth century,
some legitimate governments were forced
to function bereft of their territory till the
opportune time arrived to exercise their
authority again in their own territory, thus
creating the popular phenomenon — Gov-
ernment in Exile.

One of the first of such was registered
in Toronto Canada, for the Belarusian
government in exile in 1920.Despite the
government of Belarus declaring indepen-
dence in 1990, the Belarusian government
in exile based in Toronto is still functional
and headed by Ivonka Survilla. This gov-
ernment of Belarus in exile does not rec-
ognize the current Belarusian government
headed by Alexander Lukashenkov.

Since the early twentieth century more
than twenty seven governments in exile
have been registered including the Indian
government in exile that was registered in
Singapore in 1940. The most talked about
government in exile today is the Tibetan
government in exile hosted by India and
headed by Dalai Lama since 1959.
Government in Exile:

What is a government in Exile by defi-
nition? A government in exile is a political
group that claims to be a country’s legiti-
mate government, but for various reasons
is unable to exercise its legal power, and
instead resides in a foreign country. Gov-
ernments in exile usually operate under the
assumption that they will one day return to
their native country and regain power.

Governments in exile frequently occur
during wartime occupation. For example,
during the German expansion of the Sec-
ond World War, numerous European gov-
ernments and monarchs were forced to
seek refuge in the United Kingdom, rather
than face certain destruction at the hands
of the Nazis

International law recognizes govern-
ments in exile for various reasons and as

such legitimate governments willingly host
such governments.

Although governments in exile often
have little or no recognition from other
powers, it is also notable that the present
world recognizes the need for such govern-
ments under a multitude of circumstances.

To give an overview the following list
includes current Governments in exile.

The Government of the Autono-
mous Republic of Abkhazia, a pro-Geor-
gian government claiming to represent the
breakaway autonomous republic of Ab-
khazia is currently located in the Georgian-
controlled part of this region, the Kodori
Valley.

The administration of the Belarusian
National Republic exiled since 1920 and
currently led bylvonka Survilla in Toron-
to, Canada.

The National Coalition Government
of the Union of Burma is led by Sein Win.
It is composed of members of parliament
elected in 1990 but not allowed by the mili-
tary to take office. It is based inRockville,
Maryland, U.S.A.

Based in Kinshasa, the Republic of
Cabinda was invaded by Angola in the year
1975. Cabinda had been a Portuguese pro-
tectorate, while Angola had been a colony.

The government is largely based
in Western Europe, Arab nations, and
the United States. Some members are
fighting in the rebel movement against the
Russian Army.

The Progress Party of Equatorial
Guinea has proclaimed Severo Moto
Nsa “President” in Madrid exile.

The Crown Council of Ethiopia, led
by H.ILM Prince Ermias Sahle Selassie and
based in the Washington D.C. area, claims
that the Emperor is still the legal head
of Ethiopia.

The Monarchy of Iran, led by Reza
Pahlavi and currently living in Potomac,
Maryland, U.S.A..

The Royal Lao Government in Exile,
based in the U.S.A.

was ejection from Malta by Napo-
leon, however it has retains its claims
of sovereignty under international law
and has been granted permanent observer
status at the United Nations. The Order is
considered to be the main successor to the
medieval Knights Hospitaller and has dip-
lomatic relations with 100 states.

(SADR) of Western Sahara is head-
quartered in the Tindouf region in Alge-
ria but controlling what it calls the “Free
Zone” in the eastern part of Western Sa-
hara.

The Republic of Serbian Krajina Gov-
ernment in Exile has been based since 26
February 2005 in Belgrade, Serbia by the
remains of the Government of the Repub-
lic of Serbian Krajina after Croatian forces
pushed out the internationally unrecog-
nized entity in 1995 during Operation
Storm at the end of the Croatian War of
Independence.

The Republik Maluku Selatan, from
the South Moluccas, Indonesia, are exiled
in the Netherlands since 1950.

The Central Tibetan Administration of
the Dalai Lama, a government in exile
(based inDharamsala, India), which claims
to represent the people of Tibet.

A List of Past governments in Exile:

President Benito Juarez” Government-
in-Exile during the Empire of Maximilian
in Mexico, from 1864 to 1867. Unique in
that the Juarez Cabinet remained in Mexi-
co, in the northern capital ofChihuahua.

Provisional Government of the Re-
public of Korea, based in Shanghai, China
and later inChongqing.

The Revolutionary Government of
Angola in Exile, founded in 1962 and
based in Kinshasa, Congo-Kinshasa.

Spanish Republican government in
Exile after Francisco Franco’s coup d’état.
Based in Mexico City from 1939 to 1946
when it was moved to Paris where it lasted
until Franco’s death.

Government of the Democratic Re-
public of Georgia in Exile after the Soviet
invasion of Georgia of 1921 and based
in Leuville-sur-Orge, France.

Government of the Ukrainian People’s
Republic in Exile after the Soviet invasion
of Ukraine in 1920.

The Free Aceh Movement, a govern-

ment in exile for the Aceh special terri-
tory of Indonesia, is headquartered in Swe-
den, which had surrendered its separatist
intentions and dissolved its armed wing
following the 2005 peace agreement with
the Indonesian Government.
International Law and actions
of a government in exile:
International law recognizes the fol-
lowing actions undertaken by governments
in exile in the conduct of their daily affairs.
Becoming a party to a bilateral or in-
ternational treaty Amending or revising
its own constitution Maintaining military
forces Retaining (or “newly obtaining”)
diplomatic recognition by sovereign states
Issuing identity cards Allowing the for-
mation of new political parties Instituting
democratic reforms Holding elections Al-

lowing for direct (or more broadly-based)
elections of its government officers, etc.

However, none of these actions can
serve to legitimize a government in exile to
become the de jure government of the ter-
ritory being claimed by it. Since a govern-
ment in exile is spoken of, in terms of its
native country, it must return to its home-
land and regain power in order to obtain
legitimacy as the legal government of the
claimed territory.

What is a transnational government?

Transnational Government is a ter-
minology I should say, it is coming to use
for the first time in the political arena of
the modern world. Modern man has been
introduced to the concept of government
in exile as early as the mid 18th century;
many of them existed during the time of
the First World War and during the German
expansion during the late 1930’s.
Transnational - Definition

It is important to understand the mean-
ing for the word Transnational; before try-
ing to analyze what is a transnational gov-
ernment.

The word Transnational has a few
meanings such as; Going beyond national
boundaries or interests, comprising per-
sons, sponsors, etc., of different nationali-
ties:

The Jewish example

The Jews were scattered in most of
Europe for hundreds of years before WWI,
as such they were a transnational race at
the beginning of the twentieth century, and
were the only human race; that had been
transnational when governments in exile
were popular and an accepted phenom-
enon.

When the need for a sovereign Jewish
state of Israel arose the Jewish leaders did
not have the necessity to form a govern-
ment called the “Transnational government
of Israel,” for two reasons;

1) The Balfour declaration of
1917,(dated 2 November 1917) was a
formal statement of policy by the Brit-
ish government stating that “His Majesty’s
government viewed with favor the estab-
lishment in Palestine of a national home
for the Jewish people, and will use their
best endeavors to facilitate the achieve-
ment of this object.

2) This declaration caused Jews to be
optimistic about the eventual establishment
of a homeland. Their optimism inspired
the immigration to Palestine of Jews from
many countries, particularly from Germa-
ny when Nazi persecution of Jews began.

The Jews despite being a transnational
race, due to the favorable conditions exist-
ing at that time proclaimed the new state

of Israel at midnight on May 14, 1948, by-
passing the establishment of a government
in exile.

It should be noted that, the Balfour
Declaration of 1917, was the result of
the famous scientist and Jewish congress
leader, Chaim Weizmann’s persuasion of
the British government to issue a statement
favoring the establishment of a Jewish na-
tional home in Palestine.

This declaration essentially eliminated
the need for a government in exile for the
Jewish state of Israel, had the Jewish leader
failed in his effort to persuade the British
government, and a Jewish government in
exile was declared at that time, [ would say
the right name for that government would
have been the transnational government of
Israel due to the simple fact that the Jewish
people were in essence a transnational race
at that period of time.

Transnational Government of
Thamizh Eezham

With the Israel example in mind, look-
ing at Eezham Tamils will be the most ap-
propriate way for an analogy. Today the
Tamil race is a transnational race. Simply
due to the fact that close to 1 million Tam-
ils of Eelam descent are scattered in over
32 countries.

Forming a body to govern all the Tam-
ils who are scattered in these countries
should rightfully be called the transnation-
al government of Tamil Eelam.

On May 18th 2009, when the LTTE
announced it was silencing its guns from
use, its head of international relations,
Mr.Selvarajah Pathmanathan announced;
the Tamil’s struggle would continue
through democratic means. On June 15th
2009, Mr. Pathmanathan officially an-
nounced to the world that Tamils would
continue their struggle by forming a pro-
visional transnational government of Tamil
Eelam.

At this juncture, it would be appropri-
ate to take an in-depth look into the phe-
nomenon of a provisional transnational
government.

As I have explained above, the term
transnational has to be used due to the
fact that the government in exile for Tamil
Eelam will consist of Tamils of Eelam de-
scent coming from 32+ countries and also
this government will have the flexibility of
absorbing Tamils of non-Eelam origin as
well.

The need for the term “provisional”
rises because, according to Mr. Pathmana-
than’s announcement, the time between
June 2009 and December 2009 has been
allotted to form a committee that would
work towards declaring a government in
exile for Eelam Tamils.

Then the question arises about a name
for the committee that is working towards
declaring a government in exile for the
Tamils, and at this point I should say, “Pro-
visional transnational government of Tamil
Eelam will be the most appropriate name
that should be given to the committee that
would work towards declaring the govern-
ment in exile of Tamil Eelam.

Once the government in exile for Tam-
il Eelam is declared, the need for the word
or the term “provisional” would cease to
exist and the government in exile for Tamil
Eelam at that time could be called the
Transnational government of Tamil Eelam.

The reality today is an absolute need
for a government in exile for Eelam Tam-
ils, but the technicality is that for a govern-
ment in exile to exist, it should be hosted
by a de jure state.

At present, the Tamils are compelled
to look for a state to host its government
in exile, but the possibility of a state host-
ing the government in exile of Tamil Eelam
immediately is very remote. At the same
time, the Tamils are in a situation where
they have to elect a government body to
continue with the struggle with immediate
effect.

In this backdrop, the only possible so-
lution is a body that could keep every Tam-
il organization coming under one umbrella
that could be free of requirements such as
hosting, registration, etc.

The International Relations Depart-
ment of the LTTE has, in my view used the
right terminologies to name the working

continued on page 13
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Expand Your Possibilities

Now is the time to buy and sell
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

Choosing us to Buy or Sell Your Home could save you
Thousands and Thousands of Dollars.

359900
Type: Detached
Bed:4+1 BATH: 4
Info: Beautiful Executive Home.
2500 Sq/Ft, 2-Storey Detached 4
Bedroom Home In Quiet Neighbor-
hood, New Windows, Walk Out To

Backyard, And Deck. Very Large
Bedroom In Basement.

PHARMACT & DANFORTH

R

/4 900

Type: Detached
Bed:3+1 BATH: 1
Info: 3 Bedroom Detached House
Close To All Amenities And Walking
Distance To Shopping And Ttc>
This Property Is Sold "As Is" Needs

Work

BIRCHMOUNT& DANFORTH

454 000

Type: Semi-Detached
Bed:4+1 BATH:5
Info: Monarch Built,Almost New,
Gorgeous Semi-Detached 2556 Sq
Ft, 4 Bedroom With Rec Room In

289900

Type: Detached
Bed:3+1 BATH:3
Info: Newly Upgraded Kitchen with
Breakfast area, granite Floor in
Foyer, Interlock Duble Drive and

The Basement. Convenient Upper Walk Way, Newly Painted

Danforth
Commute,

Vilage, Easy To

KENNEDY & ELLESMERE

Type: Condo
Bed: 2 BATH: 1
Info: Spacious Bright & Clean
Condo In Prime Location, Laminate
& Ceramic Throughout, Upgraded
Kitchen Cabinets,Ceramic Backs-
plash, Minutes To 401, Steps To Tic,
Daycare In Building, Lot Others

BURLINGTON

Type: Convinience Store
Info:Busy Convenience Store.
Modern Plaza Along Busy Fairview
St.  Average Sales  About
$8000/Week In Slow Time, Was
Doing Much More.

Altractive Mortgage Rates Available and
Promotional Packages to Save You MONEY

CALL US FOR DETAILS

SURESHKUMAR
RAJASINGHAM
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

DIRECT: 416.520.0667

OFFICE: 416.289.2155

416.289.2155

Ceniunfz]@

Titans Realty Inc. Brokerage

2100 ELLESMERE ROAD. UNIT 100

TORONTO, ON M1H 3B7
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@ CELL TEL MOBILITY

e

For all your cellphone and accessory needs...

We sell new & used cellphones, Pagers and accessories for:
ROGERS WIRELESS, FIDO, TELUS MOBILITY, BELL MOBILITY

UNLIMITED CALL)
WORLDWIDE !!!

Call Anytime, Anywhere, Any country in the World Unlimited !!!

-Car charger
-Leather case
-Head sets

-Home charger
-Clear case
-Bluetooth headset
-Bluetooth dongle
-Data cables
-Batteries

-Belt clip/Holder
-Antenna booster
-Flashing antenna Anycall
-Flashing light

(all Toll iree:- 1.877.312.5123  sAGF Giiiiiie @ www.celltelmobility.com

CELL TEL MOBILITY WIRELESS REPAIR CENTER

NOKIA, MOTOROLA, SONY ERICSSON, SAMSUNG, LG
HTC,BLACKBERRY,iPHONE.

Display,Antenna Replacement and all other
Repairs (Software & Hardware).

2637 Eglinton Ave. East, aC - 2330 Birchmount Rd aA - 1162 Morningside Ave

Eglinton Ave/Midland Rd Birchmount / Finch Ave Morningside Ave/ Sheppard Ave
416.266.6818 416.495.7776 416.281.2355
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Opening Soon
e —

NEW SPICELAND
SUPER MARKET

@(8[[ @ng,’la)"

BAKERY
VIDEO CENTRE ~ DINING RESTAURANT

1284 Syamiqed BreVLSHED
Pl svepLieneTEIL BHICaTESTT S4&W B
6D SidTLTer augbasLTeT]&efar HEAaD HbS
60§ BranLreig Samerai
mlruasasm §/evifeven EHBLITE Qeugelaneled SndseyeTCenid craTLams
- [9&6DI DEDEFLET 2 HBIGHES Q56T HEIEQBN6TECHTD:

416:292:9769

(Markham & Steels)

Steels Avenue

NEW SPICELAND i
SUPER MARKET S

Q.
©
—

Markham Road
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Winter Maintenance Special
Call For details

Ce 1;,_2 ]S

Eoy; @D[I 37@@1? wca[?aﬁ@ﬂ@ s

Full Wheel Alignment $60

We do Vehicle Appra sal $40
/"We do safety Inspection

416-752-LUBE

Ball Joint $79

(All parts & Labour included)

. Upper Control Arm $139

Water T, . Al Parts & Labour Included)
Oring(Gasket) Bal : Drive Shaft $139 |
Roller All Parts &Labour Included
Honda Accord LGS $79

Water Pump,Timing Belts,Cam Seal ,Crank Seal,Oil pump Pads &Labour)

Oring(Gasket) Balance shaft Seal, Retainer,Belt Tensioner,Bell

Roller
$350
b 59 Crockford Blvd ,Unit 3B
$300 Scarborough.ONT,M1R 3B7
0il pump Cell;647-219-5922

Fax;416-752-0457

BRVANNID),

BUTPLLEsT

For info Call: Nakeeran
ell: 514.886.8861

LRGEHGHETHE (WHe HYLIET BleTamil, Do DBBID WHN BTN AUTHLGMET

OsTay EHBHLIGD, GHIGIILTGD s Breldd deds wmdiumer

unpbuflu sroawLdr SWrflssiulL @6 soauldr umfliuner H&aor GBlesmer, FmbUIT e,

Bar spflsgner, Bleremidsrer aaragb Uo SdénB Lrimd diganambufld 2o GaLulld 8alo ammisyeii

Bar grover Hwfliger.

2_RIgGT 3'“?_9‘“- FAOWDMN Manufactured & Exported By: Import in Canada:

o - Priya Foods. Excellent Enter Prise
HYHEDA FDOWTVTES BaT s Chennai-74, India 134 Bourget, H4C 2M2

9wqj‘aqﬁmm uwa‘ru@jg,yﬁmcﬁ"l Email: priyafoods@yahoomail.com Montreal, Oue., Canada
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Shirking a moral duty to Sri Lanka

The EU ac-
knowledg-
es that Sri
Lanka does
not comply
with  hu-
man rights
obliga-
tions, yet
F still grants

it trade

preferences

In 2005, when the EU’s generous
tariff preferences arrangement, the
Generalised System of Preferences
(GSP+), was under review, Romano
Prodi challenged why, of the coun-
tries in the region, Sri Lanka should
be granted GSP+ status instead of, say,
India or Pakistan. The then Sri Lankan
prime minister argued that GSP+ bene-
fits would assist in post-tsunami recon-
struction. Sri Lanka’s case prevailed on
the strength of the then peace process
and the existence of an internation-
ally sponsored ceasefire agreement of
2002, which position found resonance
with the EU but which the government
of Sri Lanka unilaterally abrogated in
January 2008.

Since 2005, Sri Lanka has enjoyed
more than three years of GSP+ granted
to developing countries primarily to
support sustainable economic growth,
development and good governance.
This has helped make exports to the
EU the country’s biggest source of for-
eign exchange, worth $3.3bn last year.

To benefit from GSP+, countries
must have ratified and implemented
key international conventions — 23
of the most important international
conventions relating to core political,
human and labour rights — and dem-

onstrated that their economies were
“dependent and vulnerable”.
In October 2008 to consider ex-

tension of the privilege, the European
commission initiated an investigation
with respect to the effective implemen-
tation of human rights conventions, in
particular, the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),
the Convention Against Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (CAT) and
the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC). Sri Lanka slammed the
doors shut to any EU probe, saying it
would not betray sovereignty to obtain
economic benefits.

This investigation was initiated
even after May 2008, when the inter-
national community finally acknowl-
edged that in Sri Lanka human rights
were abused by the government and
its agents and that there was no cred-
ible systems to persecute such perpe-
trators. This they did by evicting the
Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL)
from the 47-member council of the
United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRO).

Abuses and violations of human
rights of an entire community contin-
ued, and in fact increased beyond any-
one’s wildest imaginations.

This year, for the first time in Sri
Lanka’s gory history, the world wit-
nessed the extent of Tamil blood the
Sri Lankan state was willing to shed in
the name of “liberating” the island. De-
spite the protests and media coverage,
little came of the pleas of the Tamil
diaspora and international calls to end
the “bloodbath” that prevailed in May
2009.

Having uprooted and herded over
330,000 IDPs (internally displaced
persons) into a small slither of land,
unilaterally designated by the Sri

Lankan government as a “safe zone”,
the military inflicted relentless aerial

bombardment, indiscriminate shell-

ing of schools, hospitals and shelter by
land, sea and air. Food and medicines
were used as weapons of war, with a
complete media blackout guarantee-

ing the government’s accounts were
the only ones heard. The damning evi-
dence of the British medic Damilvany
Gnanakumar, who witnessed the final
days of the conflict and who was de-

tained in the camps until last month,
provide a stark contrast to the Sri
Lankan government’s claims of “zero
civilian casualties”. Most of her stories
were corroborated by accounts by in-
ternational agencies like Amnesty In-
ternational, Human Rights Watch, the

Mass graves fear prevents
Colombo from seeking demin-
ing help = Sampanthan

“The Sri Lanka government
fears that, if the international
community gets involved in the
de-mining, they may stumble on
to mass graves of Tamil victims
killed during the last stages of
fighting between the Sri Lanka
military and the Tamil Tigers,’
said Parliamentary Group Lead-
er of the Tamil National Alliance
(TNA), R. Sampathan, on Thurs-
day accusing the Sri Lankan
government of refusing to ac-

cept foreign assistance towards
the de-mining parliamentary
sources in Colombo said.

Mr. Sampanthan told the Sri
Lankan Parliament on Thursday
that countries including Japan,
Australia, U.S., Switzerland and
Denmark had already offered
their help towards this end, but
there was no positive response
from the Sri Lankan authorities.

Sampanthan added that Colom-
bo is also using demining as a
delay tactic in the re-settlement
of Tamil civilians held in the wel-
fare camps.

“Sri Lanka military had begun
clearing the mines only in late
September in the districts of
Mullaiththeevu and Ki’'linochchi,”
Mr. Sampathan further told the
SL Parliament.

Courtesy TamiNet.

International Committee of the Red
Cross and the UN.

In June 2009 the UN high com-
missioner for human rights, Navi Pil-

lay, convened an emergency session
in Geneva calling for an “independent
and credible international investiga-
tion” into human rights violations by
both warring parties. GoSL once again

rejected the demands, instead success-
fully exploiting the UNHRC special
session, much to the amazement of
human rights groups calling for an in-
ternational probe, in passing a resolu-
tion celebrating its “glorious victory”
and allowing it to conduct its own

investigation into breaches of interna-
tional law. The politically manipulated,
flawed voting passed by unchallenged,
questioning the very purpose of the
council and the systems in place to pro-
tect humanity.

With the survivors of the “final
war” securely imprisoned in military-
run internment camps and with the
silencing of voices of dissent, the Ra-
japakse regime continues to keep the
plight of Tamils in Sri Lanka off the
world agenda. More than 280,000 Tam-
ils, including more than 50,000 chil-
dren, remain “caged” in barbed wire
camps under conditions that UN rights
experts have likened to “arbitrary de-
tention”, families are separated, the
media blackout continues, access for
aid agencies remains denied and the
reign of impunity ensures abductions,
arbitrary arrests, extra-judicial killings,
rape and torture remain rife.

(Courtesy- The Guardian.Uk)
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ronpzeo7 COMMITTEE FOR THE FORMATION OF A
Provisional
Transnational Government of Tamil
Eelam
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www.govtamileelam.org info@govtamileelam.org

The Advisory Committee notes that this continued internment is in violation of Principle 14 of
the Guiding Principles on Internally Displaced People which guarantees “liberty of movement
and freedom to choose his or her residence”. It is also a violation of Article 13 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights which guarantees the right of freedom of movement and residence.

Several rights guaranteed by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, including
the right to liberty and security of the person (Article 9), the liberty of movement (Article 12),
the right to a hearing prior to incarceration (Article 14) and others are being violated. These
rights are monitored by the Human Rights Commission of the United Nations. The allegations
of torture, abduction and elimination of Tamil youths within the camp are routine and needs to
be investigated. The situation involves the violation of several other principles of human rights
and humanitarian law.

The Advisory Committee urges the International Community to use all means at its disposal,
including but not limited to, the denial of GSP Plus for Sri Lanka, the withholding of further
installments of the $2.6 billion IMF loan, and the investigations of war crimes committed by the
Sri Lankan Government, to end these violations of Human Rights and Humanitarian norms.

More urgently, the International Community should secure the release of all Tamils civilians

being held prisoner and to ensure all Tamils have the right and freedom to resettle in their homes.

The success or failure of the measures in international law that have been adopted to protect
civilians in times of crisis depends very much on how the International Community is able to
intervene to exercise its responsibility to protect the Tamil civilians in the internment camps in
Sri Lanka and ensure their freedom.

Thol Thirumalavan among the
Indian group visiting Sri Lanka

Indian news informed, Viduthalai Siruthaigal Party
Leader Thol Thirumalavan is among the Indian Par-
liament Group visiting Sri Lanka. The group would
be on five days visit to Sri lanka and would arrive
tomorrow. . They are proposed to be in SrilLanka
till 14th.

The team would journey to Northern camps to ob-
serve the activities and to meet the hierarchies was
stated. Information state, they would visit upcoun-
try areas, and observe the localities. The Indian
team would consist of Indian Rajya Saba member
Sutharshan Nachchiyappan, Lok Saba members
A.S.V.Cittan, S.Alagiri and J.M.Aron Razeed from
Congress party , T.K.S.Ilankovan, Helan Davidson
representing the Diravida Munnetra Kalagam, the
Lok Saba parliament member Leader A.K.S.Vijayan
too would accompany in the Sri Lankan visit.

Massive violence would occur if
displaced people are continuously

detained. Obama Administration

American President Barak Obama’s adminis-
tration had insisted, by discussing with all the po-
litical and ethnic groups a perfect solution should
be submitted to the Tamils. Obama Administration
General Relationship Deputy Secretary P.J.Karoli
made this statement.

He warned, if displaced people are not released
and continue to be detained, massive violence
would erupt. Meanwhile the American State Sec-
retary Hilary Clinton, had explained regarding Sri
Lankan opinion.

Hilary Clinton had informed during the past
period in Sri Lanka, sexual abuses towards women
were used as war weapons and in this regard a
written explanation letter was forwarded previ-
ously by American State Department Envoy Melan
Werweer to Sri Lankan Foreign Affairs Minister.
On this context, Sri Lanka government had further
sent a letter was mentioned by him.

Continued from page 08
committee that is to be formed to work to-
wards the declaration of the government in
exile of Tamil Eelam.

Once declared, the transnational gov-
ernment of Tamil Eelam will enjoy all and

every facility that is recognized under in-
ternational law for a government in exile.

It is imperative for the Tamils to have
a clear understanding of the difference be-
tween a transnational government and a
government in exile.

The following Table explains the difference between the two concepts:

Government in Exile
Governments in exile have to be hosed by
a overeign state

become a party to a bilateral or intern tion-
al treaty

Can amend or revise its own constitution

Can maintain military forces

retaining (or “newly obtaining”) diplomat-
ic recognition by sovereign states

Can issue identity cards

Can allow the formation of new political
parties

Can institute democratic reforms to the
subjects under its authority.

Can hold elections
Can allow for direct (or more broadly-

based) elections of its government officers,
etc.

Transnational Government
Transnational government does not require
a sovereign state to host

Can Can amend or revise its own constitu-
tion

Can become a party to a bilateral or inter-
national treaty only when hosted

Can maintain military forces only when
hosted

Can retain (or “newly obtain”) diplomatic
recognition by sovereign states only when
hosted by a sovereign state

Can issue identity cards

Can allow the formation of new political
parties - This act to be effective it is better
to exercise it after being hosted by a sover-
eign state.

Can institute democratic reforms to the
subjects under its authority.

Can hold elections

Can allow for direct (or more broadly-
based) elections of its government officers,
etc - But international law will only recog-
nize such actions only after it is hosted by
a sovereign state.

A clear understanding of the concept and the table above will enable every Tamil not
only to get involved in this process but also to motivate and mobilize other fellow Tamils.
Now that the Tamils have taken democracy as their path in marching towards the
establishment of a sovereign state of Tamil Eelam, it should be noted that every force
against Tamil Eelam will work around the clock to destroy the formation of such a gov-

ernment.

It is our duty as Tamils to take this fact into consideration and stand united in support
of Mr.Pathmanathan and his team to form this government.
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Tamils facing.... Continued from page 07

Senator argued, describing them as “not
economic refugees” but “rather govern-
ment servants, teachers and farmers. All
they want is to go home”.
“International pressure is being
stifled in the United Nations and else-
where” Cohen highlighted, describ-
ing China's opposition to censure Sri
Lanka at the Security council during
the height of the onslaught as evidence
“that the machinery of the United Na-
tions has been emasculated by China's
veto as China considers Sri Lanka is
in its sphere of influence” before slam-

ming Beijing’s promotion of non-in-
terference with national sovereignty as
“convenient”.

Acknowledging close 'cricket-
ing ties' between the two nations, the
Senator urged the Australian cricket
fraternity to speak up on the imminent
humanitarian disaster in the camps to
raise public awareness of the situation,
stating that “cricketers as ambassadors
for a sense of fair play and peace could
save hundreds of thousands from de-
spair and death”.

(courtesy- tamil net.)
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BALA SU PEMARKET

1474 Queen St. W. Toronto, ON .,

41 6-535-9450

In Business
Since 1975

RANJAN

50 A Howden Road
Scarborough, Ontario
M1R 3E4

Body Work, Painting & Mechanical Repairs
Specialist in Insurance Claims
Unibody Frame Straightening

Using Guy Chart S.A.M Mig Welder

Tel: 416-757-8676
416-757-7599
Fax: 416-757-0598

After Hours: 416-564-9796

Bus : 416-491-4002

Fax : 416-756-1267
Email : vijiekathir@aol.com

***** Homelife/Landmark

75 The Donway West, Suite 708, Toronto, Ont. M3C 2E9
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2633 Eglinton Ave.E, Scarborough. Tel: 416-269-4040
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Tel: 416-388-9904

4 1 6 - 5 8 7—3 9 8 2 Email: tharma_soori@hotmail.com

www.sooriyadecorations.com
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Lunch Buffet
Over 35 Items

kg
s‘\ .

0SS ONTIOT BTN SHSE 0. .

rrar
(Across hospital for sick children)
91 Gerrard St.'W, Toronto. Ont., M5G 2&
—

Dinner Buffet
Over 35 Items
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Free parking Mon. to Fri. (after 6pm)

Tel: 416.850.3179
Fax:647-7234019

\

sat., Sun full lunch
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For all kind of Vacuums
* Central Vacuum Systems
+ Commercial Vacuums
+ Comfortable & easy to use Vacuums
* Clean hard-to-reach areas
* Great for pets and allergens
* Environmentally friendly products
* Less Energy and Resources
« Whole house cleaning convenience

+ Central Vacuum Power Units
« Central Vacuum Yellow Jacket

Contact Raman Appliances for all
your Cleaning needs and enjoy the
comfort of your home.

Invented for the way you clean
Authorized Dealers

Raman Appliances Inc.

www.raheatingcooling.com

Raman Appliances

ebug d5555E0
SHHDNET LANSDE
beriiaup Q5 amily

oiser Furnace, Air Conditioners

Energy efficient systeméig o,
saman; &6Leow Tankless Systemuns

orpfsmgid Rebates & Grantseys
LemSEEL GLNMS esTerenL. Gms eilL
15% aipsmis grant Gupeb. Hiest
QasveusfiLgle) @mibgl 20Us) 6i568ED

SFIs0maT LETEHME AUDMIEAETSTET BF) O He0

UL,

Furnacess $1 845

Air Conditionerse $750 - $900
Tankless Systemis 9950 = $1050

Americom Stamdard

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Authorized Dealers

Raman Chelliah

3021 Markham Rd. Unit 51, Scarborough ON.M1X 1L8

Tel: 416.332.1989
Cel:647.893.4414

E-mail: info@raheatingcooling.com

S

~ Sotutions oF Home SEcurmy INc.  “&° !
» Services 4

LITGHISTLIL

How do Burglars Get into
your home?

Statistics show that burglars enter homes
using the following entrances,

+ 2% from the 2nd floor

+ 4% from the basement

+ 6% using unlocked entrances

+ 9% from the garage

* 22% from the back door

+ 23% from the 1st floor windows

* 34% from the front door

E-mail: info@quickhomesecurity.com
Web: www.quickhomesecurity.com

For all your Heating Needs

Gas Furnaces:

Every model in our Freedom® Furnaces family is
designed to provide maximum heat for minimum fuel
usage.The ultimate models even reduce temperature
swings and short cycling.

Oil Furnaces:

Our oil furnaces are durably constructed with only the
finest materials and components. So you can rest easi-
ly and warmly. Freedom® 80 oil furnaces heat your
home quickly and efficiently, even during the toughest
winters.

For all your Cooling Needs

Stay cool and save a comfortable amount of money
with American Standard Air Conditioning’s line of
Allegiance® air conditioners. Our air conditioners
range in efficiency from 13 to 18+ SEER - among the
highest efficiency ratings in the industry.

Our Allegiance® family offers a wide range of comfort
choices, plus exclusive state-of-the-art technology the
quietly, meticulously and efficiently conditions your
air. Get ready for a level of comfort you and your fami-
ly may never have experienced before.

Fax:416.332.4967
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PROTESTING AGAINST
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