Research Proposal.

1. Executive Summary:

This proposal seeks to define the hypothesis, research questions, aim of the research, explain the contribution to knowledge, set out the methodology to be used and explain the rationale for the chosen case studies. Finally a timetable is offered for the completion of the PhD. 

2. Hypothesis:

That the geopolitical context of a conflict has an effect on the type and scale of the recruitment of child soldiers and this has implications with regards to task allocation and compliance with international laws and norms. 

3. Research Questions:
A. Causes:
What approaches can be used to understand each conflict?
Does the type and scale of recruitment vary across the three conflicts?

Does the type of conflict have an impact on the type and scale of recruitment?
What are the motivations of the three armed groups and does each group have a distinct ideology? 
Does this impact on recruitment policy at the outset of the conflict?

B. Dynamics: 

How has each conflict evolved?

Is recruitment and task allocation affected by changes in the dynamics of the conflicts?

Is this the same in each case?

What are the groups’ means and ends?
Is tactical strategy limited by the type and level of support the armed group receives? 

As means and ends adjust in response to the changing dynamics of the conflict does the way in which the group recruits and treats children also vary?
4. Aim of Study:

The aim of this study is to assess whether conflict dynamics play a role in the type and scale of child recruitment by analysing the existing literature and applying the research questions. To ensure comparison can take place three armed groups from three different conflict environments will be studied. 1) The changing dynamics of the conflicts and the use of children will be studied to see if similarities occur between the cases. 2) Each group has different ideologies, motivations and interests directly linked to the conflict the armed group is involved with. The study will see if these translate into using diverse means and ends and if this in turn impacts on the type and scale of recruitment. 
5. Originality: 

In the past work has been done on conflict and on the use of child soldiers yet little has been done to pull the two issues together. More work needs to be done on understanding the process of recruitment in regards the changing dynamics of the conflict and its geopolitical context. This research offers an understanding of how the type of conflict, and the context in which armed groups use children, interplays with the methods of recruitment and task allocation once the child is recruited. This study aims to make a contribution to the existing literature by analysing the conflicts and their changing dynamics, which geopolitical factors enable recruitment and how and why children are used by armed groups, groups which are often from the children’s own community. Without looking at the type of conflict and the use of child soldiers as a whole it is difficult to fully understand why legislation is not complied with and how it can be enforced.
6. Methodology:

The methodology chosen was to use an examination of case studies to test the thesis hypothesis. A case study allows for in-depth research and a holistic approach that is beneficial when looking at multifaceted phenomenon such as the use of children as soldiers. It allows for the study of processes and relationships which are complex and intertwining. This approach allows for an explanation of why outcomes occur rather than merely recording those outcomes. An additional strength of this strategy is that it enables the researcher to use multiple sources and methods and then triangulate the data. 
The danger of analysing more than one case study is that the work on each case will not be as in-depth, yet the benefits of comparative work will more than make up for this deficiency in the thesis. When looking at one case the findings may be so specific that they cannot be generalised. By increasing the number of cases used the researcher can see if there are features that apply to more than one case.
The key reports on child soldiers and significant studies on the three conflicts will have the research questions applied to them to generate data for analysis; these will include reports, briefings, books and journal articles from NGO, intergovernmental organisations, government agencies and academics. Supporting this work will be data generated from interviews to be held with key agencies and persons working in this field. The findings from the primary and secondary data will then be analysed and triangulated so that conclusions regarding the hypothesis can be reached. Ethical considerations will be paramount when conducting research as many issues relating to the use of children in conflict are sensitive those involved. 

7. Case Studies:

The first reason for choosing the specific case studies for this thesis is that each conflict is different. In Sierra Leone ideology played a minor role, especially as the conflict evolved, and it was resources and criminality that fuelled the conflict. In Sri Lanka it was the tensions between two clearly different ethno-national identities that drove the conflict, although criminality played a part in funding the rebel movement it was not the reason the movement existed. El Salvador did not experience ethnic divides or criminality on a large scale. Its conflict was an insurgency against a US backed, right-wing regime. The FMLN had a clearly articulated left-wing ideology. 

The second rationale for why these cases were chosen is that the conflicts are found in different continents which experience different social, cultural and geopolitical contexts. That child soldiers are found in such different circumstances and environments is worthy of further analysis. El Salvador, Sri Lanka and Sierra Leone offer a variety of conflict dynamics, ideologies and societal contrasts with which to test the hypothesis. The biggest influence on the armed group is the dynamics of the conflict it is involved with, thus the thesis proposes that the result of this is that not all children are recruited or treated in the same way.  
8. Work completed:
To date a comprehensive literature review has been undertaken and is on-going; wide-ranging knowledge has been gained on existing work carried out on child soldiers, international law and norms concerning children in conflict, the three case study conflicts and theories of conflict and violence. From this work key targets have been identified as the focus for the field research. To maximise the success of forthcoming field research substantial contacts with organisations involved with child soldiers and related issues have been fostered and are being extended.
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