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l. CGEOGRAPHY OF SR LANKA
A. GEORAPHY COF SR LANKA

Sri Lanka is one of the nost beautiful islands in the world.
This island is located on the south coast of India with an area of
25,332 square mles - half the size of England. It is 270 mles
long and 140 mles across at the wdest point. It is shaped Iike
a pear with the northern end narrower than southern part, and it is
divided into 9 provinces. Si Lanka has some beautiful nountains
in the southern part including Adams Peak, a fanous Ilandnark in

each religion in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka is situated just north of the -equator, leaving it
with a tropical hot and wet climte. Si Lanka is famus for its
precious stones such as sapphires and rubies, and fertile soil.
This fertile soil joined with a tropical climate allows Sri  Lanka
to prosper in agriculture. Sri Lanka produces tea, coffee, cocoa,
rubber, and coconuts for export apart from rice and other
vegetation for its own use.
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Il HSTGRY G TAMLS
A. ANCI ENT HlI STORY

Sri Lanka's beauty and richness has not only offered
prosperity but it has also invited many invaders. g |anka was
invaded by many countries, therefore, it nhas been known by nany
nanes and it has had many different capital cities. 15 the peopl e
in India, it was known as "Lanka", Geeks and Romans called this
island "Taprobane", the Arabs knew it as "Serendib", and during
British ruling it was known as "Ceylon". Sri Lanka was settled in
pre-history 'by the ancestors of today's Tam| community and
Sinhal ese community, each of which has had periods of ascendancy
through history. Sri  Lanka experienced colonization and foreign
control by European powers since 1597, first with the Por t uguese

and later with the Dutch and British. Conflict between the Tam|l
mnority and Sinhalese majority dates back to at least 200 B.C

B. MODERN _HI STORY

In 1931, under British rule, Sri Lankan adults were given the
right to vote and in 1946 they were granted independence and a

constitution very like the British constitution. In 1948 the
Sinhalese najority gained control of the Sri Lankan government in
el ections and the nodern oppression of Tamls began.

Once the Sinhal ese gained power, they nade many changes that
di sregarded the wi shes and needs of the Tamls as citizens in Sri
Lanka. In 1958 Sinhala was introduced as the official |anguage of
Sri Lanka and Tam | and English |anguages were reduced in
inportance in education, Many Tamils opposed this official
| anguage policy and an outbreak of rioting lasted two days. Soon
after the riots, Tam|s achieved the right to conduct education in
their mother tongue, especially in the northern part of Sri Lanka.

Many changes were made in favour of the Sinhalese people which
led to the present situation in Sri Lanka. The dream of having a
separate state for the Tam | people began when many new government
policies and projects were created to increase the Sinhal ese
majority in population, government and business.




5

During the governnent-funded colonization period, many housing

projects were introduced in Taml| regions, on Tam!| land, \hjch
gave free housing to Sinhalese noving into the region for
agricul ture. The goal of these projects was to make Sinhalese a

mpjority in every region. Pressure from these housing projects,
and internal colonization pushed many Tamls towards the northern
part of Sri Lanka where Tamils retained a majority. Many for mer
Tam| regions were renaned in Sinhalese, including Millativu,
Trinconal ee, Batticcaloa and Vavuniya.

Secondly, the Sinhalese governnent conbined Tami|l districts
with surrounding Sinhalese districts, especially during elections,
to ensure Sinhalese Mjority. Additionally, many "Indian Tam|s",
workers inported from India to work on the plantations, who were
considered Sri Lankan citizens under the British rule lost their
status and their right to vote. Tam|ls had no chance to succeed
politically and to represent their concerns and problens in
parliament.

Thirdly, education and enploynent policies of the governnent
favoured Sinhala |anguage over Tam | even in Tam!| ngjority areas.
University selection criteria unfairly favoured the Sinhalese. The
result was very few Tam | students were selected for wuniversity
"even when they were equally or nore qualified than their Sinhalese
peers. This led to nuch unrest anobngst Tam | youth.

Sinhala |anguage also becanme a requirenent for any governnent
job, even in Tam| areas. Due to this policy, many Tamls were
forced to resign from their jobs. The police and military of Sri
Lanka were also dominated by the Sinhal ese.

During this period of oppression, nmany Tamils were killed in
rioting and nassacres. Property damage and looting of Tam | stores
was al so conmon, and many Tamils fled to Britain and other foreign
countries for safety. This oppression has flared into nmassacres
and riots every few years including major conflicts in 1956, 1958,
1977, 1981, and 1983. Mbst of these massacres involved Sinhalese
inflicting harm on Tamls, except in the 1980S when the Tam 1
mlitants started to fight back for the rights of their nation.



C. TAML M LITANT MOVEMENT

Tam| mlitants did not appear overnight. Tami | groups
attenpted to gain equality through peace novenments and political
action. Most of the Tam | political |eaders fighting for the

rights of Taml|s were jailed, tortured and killed in prison. The
strength and the determnation of the Taml| mlitants to have a
separate state became visible in 1983 when they fought face-to-face
with Sinhalese mlitary.

In 1983 many Tamls were killed and many started fleeing the

country. In 1987 the Indian 'peace novenent' policy boarded Indian
armes in Sri Lanka to fight the Tam| mlitants to preserve the
peace. Many Tam|s thought this novenent would help to save their
lives and create a Tam | nation. |nstead, the Indian arny worked
with the Sri Lankan governnment to destroy Tam | mlitants. A
majority of Tamils are in favour of Tam| mlitants, especially the
Ti gers. Many innocent Tamls have been killed in the conflict,
i ncluding women and children. Many Tam|s accuse the Sinhalese
government of regarding all Tamls as the eneny. The Sinhal ese
governnent |abels the mlitants as separate and as dangerous to the
Tam | people, to gain synpathetic support and arms from foreign
countries. In recent years, Tamls are in outright war with the
Sinhal ese governnent for a separate state. Current fighting in Sri
Lanka is described in recent Canadian newspaper articles in the
appendi x. Tam | comunity nmenbers feel that the full atrocities of
the fighting in Jaffna, the largest Tam| city, are not being
reported, and that news sources are biased in favour of the Sri
Lankan gover nnent. The |atest offensive of the Sri Lankan
governnent this year is considered the nost destructive in the ten
year conflict.

D. TAML RELATIONS WTH INDA

The fact that the Indian government knows nore about the Sri
Lankan Tam | situation than any other country and still supports
the Sinhalese governnent, is a great disappointnent to Tamls
wor | d- wi de. The Indian governnent shows concern towards "Indian
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Tamls," living near tea plantation, who are perceived and treated
as a separate race. The "Indian Tam!|" immgrants from India
Tam | nadu during British ruling were not assimlated into the
nation of "Sri Lankan" Tamls. This tension between |ndian
governnent and Tamls has built hatred towards the |Indian
gover nnent . Rajiv Gandhi, son of Indira Gandhi, was the Prine

Mnister of Indian in 1987 who created the 'peace novenent' policy
which killed many Tamls. These armed forces raped, wounded, and
killed many wonen and children during their stay in Sri Lanka.

Many in India blame Rajiv Gandhi's nurder on Tam | mlitants, which
has further strained relations.

E. TAML RELATIONS WTH OTHERS

I nvasions by Portuguese, Dutch and British did not |eave any
permanent scar in their relationships with Tamls. Many Tam|s
sought refuge in Britain during their difficult tines and many have
settled there in the 1970s and 1980s.

(1. DVMSIONS IN TAML OOWN TY

Many believe Tamls are one nation and are inseparable, but
there are divisions in the comunity. In recent years Tamls are
visibly united because they are fighting together against the
Sinhalese to have their own state. This war has put them together
as one, but structural divisions have existed and still are
enmbedded in the psyche of many Tamls. There are many forms of
division within Tam| community. Religion, Caste, region, econony,
and. politics are separating barriers.

A GROUP__ DI FFERENCE

First of all, there are two different groups of Tamls, as
identified earlier. There are the "Sri Lankan Tamils" and "Indian
Tam|s." Though they are Tam | -speaki ng H ndus and physically
i ndi stinguishable, their dialect identifies them as separate. Many
Sri Lankan Tamils do not inter-marry with "Indian Tam|s". The
"Indian Tam|s" are a mnority within the Tam| comunity.




B. RELI G ON

Sri Lanka is a nmulti-religious country. First, there is
Buddhi sm fol | owed by the Sinhal ese. Wthin Tamls, there are
followers of Hnduism Christianity and |slam H nduismis

practised by the majority of Tamls including "Indian Tamls."
Christianity is a religion introduced- during the invasions by
Portuguese, Dutch, and British. NMre than a nmillion Tamls are now
followers of Christianity. The Mislim religion is practised by
Arab descendants who are now Tam | -speaking Sri Lankan. Even
though, Tamils practice different religions, there is no history of
religious persecution within the Tam | conmmunity.

C. CASTE

Added to this religious difference is the well known caste
system The root of this system lies in India and it is not as
severely practised among Tamils as it is in India. Caste systemis
strictly followed by H ndus who believe it to be part of their
religion, and nost other Tamls follow caste to some extent. Many
Tamls wllingly converted to Christianity to escape their
inferiority within the caste system The caste system was a
structural way of organizing people into groups according to their
occupati on. Priest famlies are at the top of the hierarchy
followed by |andowner/farmers. The | owest of the hierarchy are
fishers and |abour workers. Even though one is born into a caste,
a few are able to overcone their inferiority by prospering in
education and econom cs which gives them an inportance in society.
Neverthel ess, one can never convert caste.

The formation of TamImlitants united Tamls to create their
own state and the enphasis on caste practice has been abandoned.
Though caste is not practised visibly, it is still a major divider
when considering marriages. |If people inter-marry, they are likely
to be unaccepted by both caste groups. It is 'evident that younger
generations are questioning and opposing this caste division and
are inter-marrying. In Canada, older generations are facing
adjustnent difficulties but are still aware and practising the
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caste system It is advisable to all service providers to be
cautious in talking about caste for it is still a very sensitive
topic.
D. REG ON

Sri Lankan Tamls were once divided regionally. Regi onal
division has many connotations. To some extent, regional division
also involved caste and class division. People tend to live in
concentrated areas with their own caste, therefore, regional
division also indicates caste division.' The sane pattern is

relevant in class division, especially urban/rural division. A
majority of Tamls live in rural areas. One other indicator that

identifies people from different regions is their dialect. Each'
region tends to have its own way of talking but this indicator is

unnoticeable unless encountered often. The younger generations in
Canada are incapable of identifying this regional dialect.

Regional division is not practical now in Sri Lanka because no one
has a place of their own. They wander according to violent

situations. Taml|s in Canada, as their populations increase, are
beginning to divide thenselves according to Sri Lankan regional

di fferences. The majority of Tamls in Metro are from Jaffna
Regi on, which also has many sub-regions.
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F. FI NANCE
CGenerations of Tam| who studied in the British systemare
likely to have knowl edge of the English |anguage which normally

|l eads to better enploynent and weal th. Caste, as indicated
earlier, 1is structured based on occupation and wealth, therefore,
those in the higher caste are likely to be wealthier than those in
the |ower caste. But both of these are |ess applicable to the
financial problems faced now by Tamls in Sri Lanka.

In recent years, incone depends on the help of people in
foreign countries. |f at |east one nenber of the extended famly

has sought refuge in countries |ike Canada or Anerica, then the
famly back hone is likely to be better off than those who have no
help from abroad.

G. POLITI CS

Politics within the Tam| community has become wholly centred
on the conflict with the Sri Lankan government in recent years, and
‘does not have political parties as known in Canada. At the
beginning, there existed many different groups of Tam| mlitants.
Though they had simlar goals, they did not work together to
achieve a Tam| state. Mst famus of all nilitant groups is the
‘Liberation Tigers of Tam| Eelam, which is supported by the
mpjority of Tamls, even in Canada. Qher mlitant groups include
Peopl e's Liberation Organi zation for Tam | Eelam Eelam people's
revolutionary Libration Front,. and Tam| Eelam Liberation Arny. At
this stage of the conflict, some groups no longer operate, some
have conbined, but others are still divided. At |east one group of
Tam| mlitants have been known to aid the Sri Lankan governnent
and would be considered war crimnals by other Tamls.
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V. IMMGRANTS AND REFUGEES | N CANADA
A | NFLUX OF REFUGEES

There were very few Tam!| immgrants in Canada prior to the
past 10 years and there was no concentration of settlenent. |ppst
of these immgrants were well-educated professionals. The flood of
refugees began after the massacre in July 1983. Tanmils started
fleeing Sri Lanka seeking refuge all over the world. For many
Tamls, Canada is their final, settling destination. Though they
are nore famliar with countries in Europe after the colonization,
they learned that permanent status and famly reunification is
virtually inpossible in these countries. Though Tanils are living
world wide, they all wish to be in Canada due to the hospitality
and favourable inmgration laws. Canada not only accepts refugees
but it gives them permanent residence and the opportunity for
famly reunification. Al nost 70% of the refugees now live in Metro
Toronto because of accommodation, jobs, and the use of the English
| anguage. Many prefer to study in English as opposed to French
because it can be used world-wide.'

B. CONDITIONS OF THEIR FLIGHT
Though Canada welconmes refugees, it is very difficult and
life-threatening for a refugee to attenpt to flee Sri Lanka. Many

travel illegally through hostile countries and in an unsafe manner.
The condition of their flight is terrifying and risky. Many Tamls
have died in the process of illegal border crossing. In July 1995,

twel ve young nmen died when crossing the Russian border. They were
sealed in an oil truck at a border check point and all suffocated
to death. Anot her incident involved refugees who were cl ot hed
inproperly in winter when they were taking an illegal route. The
long hours of walking in the cold weather lead to their death. It.
is evident that nmany of those who are fleeing Sri Lanka are unsure
of how they will travel, how long it will take, and what they wll
face.
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cC. IAMIL POPULATION IN CANADA & ONTARIQ

The latest estimate of Tamils in Canada today according to
most of the Tamil community workers is 120,000. ' Official census
data is only available from 1991 and is not considered complete or
accurate in counting the Tamil community. Generally, census data
suggests that 81% of Tamils in Canada are in Ontario.

CENSUS CANADA 1991 - HOME LANGUAGE: TAMIL

TAMILS MALE FEMALE TOTAL
CANADA 16,240 10,575 26,825
ONTARIO 13,245 8,380 21,620
CANADA 0-14 yrs | 15-24 yrs | 25-59 yrs | 60+ yrs | TOTAL
MALES 2,160 2,290 8,970 540 13,960
FEMALES 1,910 1,310 3,955 585 9,130
TOTAL 4,070 3,600 12,925 1,125 23,090

LANDING STATISTICS 1992 - 1995 APRIL

Country of Last Permanent Residence by Province:
Sri Lanka 1992 - 1995 April

QUEBEC & 'ONTARIO WESTERN TOTAL

EASTERN CANADA

CANADA
1992 1,650 10,576 229 12,635
1993 1,380 7,466 215 9,061
1994 789 5,306 201 6,296
1995 208 3,137 81 3,426
TOTAL 4,072 26,485 726 31,418
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V. GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF TAMILS IN THE CITY OF YORK

A. IN METRO TORONTQ AND CITY OF YORK

According to census data, City of York had 875 Tamils
in 1991 with another 4,440 Tamils living in North York. Many of

these North York Tamils lived near the City of York borders,
according to North York Board of Education statistics and Tamil
community workers at North York Community House. Based on the
documented increase in the Tamil community seen in the York Board -
of Education statistics, we can estimate the Tamil population of
the City of York in 1995 to be 2,000 people.

TAMIL POPULATION CITY OF YORK

1991 ACTUAL CENSUS 875

1995 PROJECTED 2,000

N ANADA - HOME LANGUAGE: TAMIL
|| TORONTO | SCARBOROUGH | NORTH YORK | YORK "
II TAMILS 27530 10960 4440 875 "

B. TAMIL STUDENTS IN THE CITY QOF YORK
According to 1995 York Board of Education statistics,

Tamil-speaking students are now 1.2% of the overall school
population and 1.7% of the Secondary school population. For
comparison, other non-English-speaking communities in thé student
population are the Spanish-speaking community (7.4%), the
Vietnamese-speaking community (4.7%), the Italian-speaking
community (3.6%), and the Somali-speaking community (2.6%).
Tamil-speaking students are the tenth largest community in the York
Board of Education, and Tamil-speaking students are the fourth
fastest growing community. Since 1993, the Tamil student community
has increased by 129%. Separate statistics on Tamil students are
not available from 1992 or earlier because the population was then

so small it was included in "Other Asian."
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Year | Elementary | Secondary School & | Total % of all
School Adult Day School Tamil students
1993 30 58 88 0.5
1994 67 107 174 1.0
1995 77 125 202 1.2
cC. E2 E N lTRATI N _OF TAMII, RESIDENT
1. IN THE CITY OF YORK v
| Jane & Lawrence Keele & Eglinton
Weston & Lawrence Dufferin & Eglinton

Weston & Church

The best indicator of areas of concentration of the Tamil
community in York and nearby sections of North York are school
board statistics and the experience of local community workers.

Using elementary school statistics, we find that Tamil
children are predominantly in Weston, with 55% in Weston area
schools. Another 22% are in the Dufferin/Oakwood family of
elementary schools. This gives an indicator of where young
families live.

Using secondary school statistics, we find that Tamil youth
predominantly attend school in Weston (52%) and the Keele/Eglinton
area (35%). Although youth tend to travel farther for school, we
can assume that Tamil families may concentrate in these areas.

Community workers and business 1leaders in York have
specifically identified numerous high rise buildings on Weston Road
and Jane Street with high concentrations of Tamil families.

2. IN NORTH YORK/CLOSE TO CITY OF YORK
Lawrence & Bathurst Finch & Weston
Lawrence & Dufferin Keele & Wilson
Lawrence & Caledonia. Keele & Lawrence

Jane & Sheppard

Clearly, the population of Tamils in North York is much larger
than in the City of York. There is evidence that many Tamils in
North York live close to the City of York boundaries. Given the
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highly nobile nature of newoner comunities, it is inportant to
| ook at concentrations. of Tamls in North York that nmay access
services and businesses in the Gty of York or may nove their
resi dences from one nunicipality to another.

Using North York secondary school 'statistics, we can see that
471 Tami| youth go to school in the Dufferin corridor (Dufferin &
Lawrence), 154 youth go to school in the Bathurst corridor
(Bathurst & Lawence), and 80 youth go to school in the Keele
corridor (Keele & Wlson). An additional 256 Tami| youth attend
North York secondary schools convenient to Wston on either Wston
Road or Jane Street. Tam | - speaki ng conmmunity workers in North
York have also identified two concentrations of the Tam | conmunity
in lowrent high rise buildings at Keele & Lawence and
Cal edonia & Law ence.

VI . DFFIQLTIES THAT TAML REFUGEES  ENCOUNTER
A CULTURAL  SHOCK
Tamls in Canada are experiencing difficulties in their lives

because of all of the adjustments to Western culture. For nmany
Tam|s, arrival in Canada, means protection and prosperity but it
al so nmeans change and insecurity in their lifestyle. Younger

generations find it easier to accormbdate to western ways of |iving
but many parents and grandparents are experiencing difficulties in
al most everything they face. Many refugees |eave their country
with little preparation for their new country and face difficulties
in language, culture, food and way of life. For nmany Tam| wonen,
clothing in winter is a big problem My wonen have never worn
pants in their lives and avoid going out in wnter. Many who go
out to work and to get other basic needs are nornally under-dressed
in winter which may lead to health problens.

Many refugees are not even aware of the nulticultural
composi tion of Canada. Many comng to Canada have never seen a
white, oriental, or Dblack person in their lives. This is |less of
a shock to those who are sponsored to Canada since they are
prepared by their famlies.
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B. CULTURAL _ CONFLI CTS

The way of life of the younger generationof Tamls in Canada
is different from that of their parents and grandparents. Younger
generations are learning and trying to assimlate wth western
culture which is different from their traditional background and
beliefs. Tam | culture and beliefs are often in conflict wth what

s taught and followed by Westerners. For exanmple children are
expected to marry the person chosen for them by their parents and
not allowed to date or nove-out until narriage. In Canada, youth

and children are given nore freedom opportunities, and choices,
therefore, they tend to favour and follow this ‘open' culture.
Parents are trying hard to understand and accept the change in
lifestyle but they are not wlling to give-up their culture and
beliefs. This friction in the famly have caused many youth to
run-away from their hones.

Tam | youth in Canada are facing a situation where they are
unsure of their own identity. They don't see thenselves as a
"Sri Lankan" but they are not being fully accepted as "Canadi an" by
Canadian society. My youth fall in 'a situation where they are
creating their own culture which a mxture of both the Tam!| and
the Canadian culture.

C  ADJUSTMENT PROBLENS

Adjusting to this new lifestyle is a challenge to every
newcormer from Sri Lanka. Prior to the past two decades, life in
Sri Lanka was traditionally slow, steady, and peaceful. Mst had
their own land and homes, and only needed to work for their food.
Tam| adults find western lifestyle very stressful and demanding.
Difficulty with language and job opportunities create additional
barriers and denands. It is especially difficult to start with
nothing or worse, deeply in debt to relatives when arriving.
Racism in Canada also contributes to under-enploynment and
depression in the mddl e-aged and elders. Youth on the other hand,
tend to react angrily if they experience overt or systemic racism
One exanple raised recently by Tam!| youth in interviews is recent
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hiring of Tamls by the police force in Scarborough. There is
anger that their people are only being used in clerical positions
rather than investigating crimes within the Tam!| comrunity.

D. FAM LY REUN FI CATI ON
G andparent, parents, youth, and children are having

difficulty communicating with one another because of the |ong
separations caused by their flights from Sri Lanka. vypung fathers
in Canada were often the first person to flee from their honel and
to seek a safe land for the famly It takes at |east three years
for the father to settle, receive permanent residence and sponsor
the famly, during which time they have little contact. \en the
famly reunite, father and children do not know each other very
wel | and the nother beconmes a nediator for them Al though the
fathers and children want to spend tine.together, nmany fathers
continue to work one or two work shifts to support the famly and
have very little tinme to build the broken bond with their children.
Even later, when children are quite grown, are fanilies reunited
with absent grandparents.

E. CH LDREN

Many Tam | children do not have proper daycare services to
facilitate English |anguage devel opnent and to give them an
opportunity to play with their age group fromdiverse cul tural
backgr ounds. The expense of daycare and waiting list for subsidy
constrains parents to using hone daycare with friends or
grandparents. Many working Tamls tend to sponsor their parents to
take care of their children, resulting in exhausted grandparents
taking care of grandchildren, cooking and keeping the house. Since
a large nunber of grandparents have |anguage difficulties they are
unable to help develop the English |anguage for the children. Many
Tam | children regardl ess of whether they were born in Canada, tend
to use very few English words until after attending some form of
school .
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F.  YOUTH
A major issue for Tam!| youth are the |arge nunber of
teenagers living without parents in Canada. Most are sent to

Canada by parents for safety, but |ack caring, supportive
guardians. Extended fanily and friends are generally burdened with
these youth in their hones which |eads to overcrowding, conflict,
financial hardship and very painful famly relationships. Al though
proper concern for the physical safety and education of the youth
are provided, the enotional and supportive, needs of the youth are
often not net. Many Tam| service providers believe that these
youth are not disciplined well, or provided with guidance. This is
considered a nmain cause of youth gangs in the conmmunity.
Overcrowding and poor famly relationships Iead many youth to
form supportive groups of their own.  Unfortunately, these groups
sonetimes lead to conflicts, gang fights and violent crimes. Fjve
years ago the few Tamls who were involved in crimnal activities

were young adults in their 20s and 30s. Recent trends shows the
range to be in the high school population, anong the ages of 16
19 years. To date, nost gang violence is directed within the

comunity between rival gangs. There is a great need to establish
nmore healthy, recreational ways for youth to relate, conpete and
soci al i ze.

One explanation for this violent behaviour is thought to be

the exposure to violence fromtheir life in Sri Lanka. Some
believe that Tam | youngsters have been traumatized by war, and
taught that 'Violence is the only way to justice.' Anot her

expianation is the lack of opportunity for enploynent and
education. The Canadian school system is not supportive of youth
from Sri Lanka who have been wanderers within their country and out
of school for many years 'due to civil war. These youth are
di sadvantaged and need prograns to bridge the educational gap.

Many youth are also frustrated and discouraged to see educated
people from Sri Lanka come to Canada and work as security guards or
dish washers in restaurants. This is a disincentive to continue
and to excel in school. Many youth are experiencing stress
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in school and pressures at hone to excel in education, leading to

frustrations. Many youth and children as they becone capable of
comunicating in English, face greater responsibilities at hone.
Many parents use their children as interpreters and translators
which creates pressures on youth and insecure feelings in their
parents. Many parents are used to being in control, now their
lifestyle tends to revolve around the children. As a parents
dependency increases, their power to discipline children decreases
and youths becone the decision-nakers at hone.

A third explanation of gang activity is the recogni zabl e
regional division anong the Tam| comunity in Metro. Canada now
has immgrants from all over Sri Lanka and there are enough menbers
from each region of Sri Lanka to have small communities based on
region or caste. Mst of the violence wth weapons among the Taml
gangs in the past, involved conflict based on Sri Lankan regional
division. There were two well-known regional communities in Canada
two years ago, the "Valveddy" group and "Udduppi ddy" group with
affiliated gangs that were constantly in conflict. This rivalry is
not as strong now due to nediation within the conmunity and new
approaches to resolving disputes.

G. VOMEN

Large nunmbers of Tam | wonmen, conpared to nen, have |anguage
difficulties. They are used to a stay-at-home lifestyle and when
they conme to Canada their whole lifestyle changes. In Sri Lanka,
they do their household chores and enjoy the rest of the day wth
friends and famly, all around their community. In Canada, they
are restrained to their apartment nost of the tine unless they are
enpl oyed or in school. Many wonen are forced to work to support

the financial needs of their famly unless they live onwelfare.
When wonen start working outside their home, they are faced with a
double work load at hone. They are still expected by husbands,
parents, and children to do the house work and they get very little
leisure tine to rest and enjoy with the famly.

Many have little or no recognized Canadian skills and they end
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up working in factories, under poor working conditions, for nininum

wage. Many times these wonmen are exploited in the work force
because they are unfamliar with |abour laws and do not know their
rights. In sone cases they may know their rights but have

difficulty accessing assistance or need a translator. Since this
process is tine consuming and stressful many |ive knowi ng they are
being exploited and do little about it. Since their whole
lifestyle changes with added work and responsibilities, it leads to
physi cal health problens, fanily conflicts and psychol ogical
probl ems such as stress and depression.

H. MEN

Majority of Tam | nen in Canada have | anguage difficulties
whi ch becones a barrier for normal functioning in Canadian society.
Due to this fact, many are incapable of finding a job and a
majority of those who are working tend to get |ower positions for
m ni mum or near-mni num wage. Wen they have a famly to support,
and expenses increase, they sonmetines hold two jobs. Wrking day

and night leaves very little time for their famly. Males living
with their traditional roles and values have difficulties adjusting
to the new role and freedom of wonen. They still expect them to do

all of their "wonmen's" work. Wen wonen start to expect nmore from
the nen, different fromtraditsional practice, it normally leads to
famly conflicts.

Tam | nmen were raised to be dom nant and protective, and
physically disciplining their wives.and children is accepted by the
majority. Wien wonen chal | enge their expected roles, physical
abuse increases. Some nmen are becom ng heavy alcohol users. They
tend to use alcohol which adds to the severity of physical abuse.
Al cohol use is freer in Canada than Sri Lanka and is increasing for
all age groups.

l. SENIORS
Seniors are sponsored to Canada by their children and are
normal |y expected to baby-sit, cook, and keep the house, while
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their children are out worKking. Seniors in Sri Lanka were well

respected and nobile. They were not expected to do too many
househol d chores, which was normally done by daughters or
daughter-in-Iaws. In Canada, seniors are very isolated and spend

most of their time alone or wth young, grandchildren. They get
very little chance to go out and socialize because they don't know
how to travel alone and their children are too tired, after a |ong
shift at work, to take themout. Even if centres for senoirs are
avai |l abl e, household responsibilities and travelling difficulties
will be significant barriers.

J. FAMLY AND FAMLY-RELATED PRCBLEMS

Wfe and child abuse is comon among Tam!| families.
Traditionally, it has been accepted and the community finds it
difficult to change.  Community service providers identify many
reasons for increasing famly violence. Change in gender roles

contributes to physical abuse. Wen nen expect their wives and
children to follow their rules and w shes, and when they refuse

physi cal abuse increases. Since youth and children spend nost of
their tine in school with their peers, they learn and follow nore
westerni zed val ues. A comuni cation gap between parents and

children, results and, any difference in opinion |eads to physical
abuse. Many children tend to have a greater bond with the nother
who beconmes the nediator between husband and children. Wien the
mother is nore supportive of the youth, it will often lead to wife
abuse.

Several Tam | service providers also identified marital
separation as an increasing problem Mst Tamls will not divorce
because of strong cultural prohibitions, but separation is' now
conmon.
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VI, HEALTH ISSLES FOR THE TAML COMWMNTY
A MENTAL HEALTH PROBLENS
L. POST- TRAUVATI C  SYNDROVE

Recent Tam | refugees tend to experience many changes in
lifestyle that affects their mental health. Though nany are happy
to escape the life-threatening situation in Sri Lanka, nmany suffer
from post-traumatic syndrone due to their trenmendous enotional
experiences in the war. According to psychiatrist Dr. Sooriabalan,
post-traumatic syndronme is wdely experienced by many Tam |
newconers from Sri Lanka. Many tend to have nightmares about their
past experiences and have panic attacks when they encounter people
and situations that remnd them of their past. Many Tanmils in
Canada are experiencing post-traumatic syndrome when they encounter
anyone in any form of uniform or if they see a helicopter in the
sky. In Sri Lanka, helicopters are used for bonbing Tanmi| hones.
According to Dr. Sooriabalan, a Tam | man recently hid in his
washroom for a whole day when he saw a helicopter.
2. DEPRESSI ON

Many Tam|ls are not aware of depression as a nedically
treatable state and are not clear about its synptoms. Many young
nmothers tend to get depressed after giving birth. Many of themin
Sri Lanka woul d have received extended famly support and been
cared for by famly and friends. |n Canada, they |ack that support
when depressed. Tam | wonmen are also often stressed or depressed
due to the double shift in the honme and other difficulties. Men
al so get depressed for nmany reasons, including comrunication
probl ens with wfe. and children and unenpl oynent or
under enpl oyment .
3. OTHER MENTAL | LLNESS

The Tam | community 'is not very tolerant of nental illness
general |y, because they are not aware of its forns and its
synpt ons. The Hndu religion believes in the existence of ghosts
and evil power, therefore, illnesses is often interpreted based on
religion beliefs. Tanmls believe that an evil power has entered a
person who is behaving strangely.
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Some Tam s still believe if a person has epilepsy or strokes,
it is due to their evil deeds in their past life or because they
have done sonething against the wishes of the CGods.  wmany Tanils
are educated enough to understand the scientific explanation of
these illnesses but there are still a few who believe in wtchcraft
and other spiritual explanations for psychological illnesses.

B. PHYSI CAL HEALTH PROBLEMS

The nost immediate health issue for the Tam!| community is
heart attack and stroke. Heart problens are alnost eleven percent
higher in the South Asian community than in other communities in
Canada, wth fifty-three percent of the South Asian community
experiencing heart problens conpared to forty-two percent for other
conmuni ties. There are many causes given for this increase in
heart probl ens. In Canada, Tamls eat nuch nore neat and sweets
than traditionally since these foods are |ess expensive here.
Also, Tamls, wth the exception of children and youth, tend to do
very little exercise here. Thus, the conbination of an unbal anced
diet and exercising habits, results in an increase in their
chol esterol levels, they gain weight, and other health problens
fol | ow,

H gh bl ood pressure, |ow birth-weight babies and thyroid
problens are also issues identified by health care providers.

C. TRADI TIONAL BELIEFS AND PRACTI CE

Many' Tamls try home medications nade with herbs and spices
before seeking nedical help. Medical services are used only when
they are in the later stage of their illness. Regular check-ups
are rarely practised. During pregnancy wonen are restricted from
eating certain foods. Fruit such as papaya is believed to harmthe
fetus and nmay even lead to natural abortion. After the birth of
the infant, wonen are expected to rest and do no heavy lifting or
exercise. They are given special curry, made of herbs and spices
that is believed to help heal internal pains.
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Some illnesses are associated with religion and it is believed
that nedical treatnment should not be sought. Chi cken pox for
exanple is associated with a Hndu goddess. |t is believed that if
she is angry with you she will cause this illness and only
religious rituals should be performed to promote natural healing.

VITT. SERICE NEEDS O THE TAML OOWNTY
A. LANGUAGE

The mgjority of the Tam | population would benefit from
| anguage classes in near-by areas. Begi nners prefer to have

instructors who can speak both Tam | and English, but as they
advance they prefer to have instructors from other comunities.
They believe this will relieve them from feeling shy about making
mstakes and provides opportunity to socialize and begin
conmuni cation in English. It is also evident that one-to-one
tutoring help with difficulties and a small class will inprove
l earning. It is necessary to arrange classes for nmbthers wth
young children where childcare is available. Si nce many women are
still doing all their household chores without help, it is best to
avoid having classes during the afternoons. The community can
provide nore input on schedules before starting a class in a |ocal
nei ghbour hood.

B. EMPLOYMENT

Many Tamils face difficulties in getting enployment. Language
becones a barrier and nost of them end up with |abourer jobs. Mny
have skills and qualifications that are not narketable or
recogni zed in Canada. Many are unenployed or under-enployed. Many
professionals from Sri Lanka work in factories and restaurants
because they have no other incones while acquiring Canadian
degrees. Financial aid is needed, especially for sponsored famly
nmenbers to provide an opportunity to inprove or nmodify their skills
to Canadi an expectations.

Information about enploynent and training progranms currently
offered nmust be nade nore available. Witten information in Taml
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is especially needed because many people having |anguage
difficulties are unaware of existing opportunities. pany Tamils

are looking for specific enploynment skills training with practical
placenents and some form of wage subsidy. These programs need to
be promoted to the Tam| community. Many Tamils try very hard to
achieve enploynent on their own but find little opportunity.
Failure in seeking enploynent |eads to | ow self-esteem and | ow
sel f-confi dences.

C. EDUCATI ON

CGeneral education is very inportant for all age groups. A
first priority should be obtaining recognition for existing degrees
and qualifications from Sri Lanka. This will prevent nuch

unnecessary re-education. Many adults woul d al so benefit from
short-term orientation education to function snoothly in Canadian

Soci ety. They not only need to learn English, but they need
education in all aspects of life: education about their rights,
Canadian laws, health issues, and enploynent.

Tam | parents and children are comng froma conpetitive,
authoritarian school system They are coming from schools wth
hi gh expectations regarding discipline and manners, and where

physical punishnent is common.  They are' not fanmiliar with the
Canadi an school system and are confused by the phil osophy,

attitudes and the role of the parent. Tam| parents generally
avoid their children's schools or else end up in conflict with
teachers and principals. Tam | culture does not recognize
‘learning disabilities', and they greatly fear special education
programs that |abel their children as 'dunb'. Some parents are

al so requesting aid in organizing Tam| Heritage { asses where they
are not being offered by the Board of Education.

D. LEGAL NEEDS

As with all newconmers, Tamls need |legal help and information
when they first arrive in Canada. They need help in claimng
refugee status. They need help in organizing their story and
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following up on court orders. They need education about
immgration laws and explanations of possible outcomes on their
case and appeal procedures. Once a landed immgrant status is

given, they may need help in sponsorship and famly reunification.
Increasing stress in famly life leads to violence and awareness
about famly law is very necessary. It is very inportant to
educate in this area, especially about wife and child abuse I|aws.
Traditionally many Tamilnmales are used to physically disciplining,
they need to know that it is not accepted. Apart from these
issues, the Tam | conmmunity needs to be aware of their rights and
benefits, especially in |abour Iaw. They need expl anations on
union |aws and conpensation rights. Many are fearful of |osing
their job so they becone very submssive and are exploited. Many
Tam|s are also being taken advantage of by the |ong-di stance
t el ephone conpanies. They need to know about consuner |aws and how
they can handle harassnent. Many Tamil are also living in rental
accommodation for the first tinme in their lives. They need
know edge on tenant rights and discrimnation in housing.

I X CLTURAL AND COMWMNTY  GATHERI NGS

Most of the Tam|s gather and have social and cultural events
on the weekends and some weeknights. Mbst of the events take place
after 6:00 p.m wth some exceptions. Events such as conmmunity
picnics will be for the whol e day. Any sem nars, workshops or
classes arranged by community agencies should be after 6:00 p.m on
weekdays and before 6:00 p.m on weekends. Activities for nothers
and the unenployed can be arranged during the weekdays.

It should also be noted that religious festivals and fasting
dates are inportant in many Hndu's |ives. It is better to avoid
these dates when scheduling neetings and workshops. These dates
are not applicable to all Tamls, but a majority of Tamls in Metro
Toronto are H ndus and these dates are inportant to many religious
H ndu Tamls.

Tam| calendar is fourteen days behind from the Roman
cal endar. The Roman calendar is followed by all Tamls in daily
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life, except in fixing dates for special occasions such as -
weddings. The Tamil calendar is basically used for all festival
and fasting dates. The chart below is based on the Roman Calendar.

Pongal - January 14 , Not subject to
Celebration with a change

feast (sweet rice)

Sivaratri - February 17 Subject to 1-2 days
Over-night wvigil change

for Siva

Tamil New Year - April 13-14 Not subject to
Celebration change

Chitra Pournami - | May 3 Falls in the first
Fasting for certain week - New Moon
family members

Adiamavasai - July 15 or 16 - First New moon or
Fasting for certain around August 14 -
family members Subject to change
Navarathri - From Sept 12 -22 Not subject to
Fasting for ten change

days for students '

‘Diwaldi - Oct 12 Not subject to
Day of prayer, change

festival of light
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X. OUTREACH STRATEGIES FOR THE TAMIL COMMUNITY

A, ) DER

The following service providers from across Metro Toronto can be
helpful in promoting events or programs.

1. South Asian Social Services Tel. (416) 748-1798
Organization Fax (416) 748-1226
Sumathy Christy
1123 Albion R4, Ste 203
Rexdale, Ontario

MOV 1A9
2. North York Community House Tel. (416) 784-0920
Jaya Surendran Fax (416) 784-2042

3101 Bathurst St, Main Fl
North York, Ontario

M6A 2A6
3. Riverdale Immigrant Women's Centre Tel. (416) 465-6021
Jody Rajalingam Fax (416) 465-4785

1326 Gerrard St E, Ste 300
Toronto, Ontario

M4L 1Z1
4. South Asian Women's Centre Tel. (416) 537-2276
Shyamala Shanmuganathan Fax (416) 537-9472

Chellam Sivasithambaram
1022 Bloor St W
Toronto, Ontario

M6H 1M2
5. Senior Tamils Centre Tel. (416) 496-2897
Siva S. Nathan Fax (416) 496-9562

2975 Don Mills Rd. W.
North York, Ontario

M2J 3B7
6. St. James Town Health Centre Tel. (416) 926-7056
Sivajini Jegatheeswaran Fax (416) 926-4896

200 Wellesley St. E. Ste 104
Toronto, Ontario

M4X 1G3
7. Family Service Association Tel. (416) 927-8500
Nagarajah Ramalingam Fax (416) 922-9235

22 Wellesley St. E.
Toronto, Ontario
M4y 1G3



30

8. Flemington Neighbourhood Services Tel. (416) 424-2900
Amala Ambalavarner Fax (416) 424-3455
10 Gateway Blvd, Ste 104 .
North York, Ontario

M3C 3A1
9. Law Office ' Tel. (416) 321-9739
Kumar S. Sriskanda Fax (416) 321-9651

3850 Finch Ave. E, Ste 410
Scarborough, Ontario

M1T 3T6
10. Scarborough Hospital Tel. (416) 431-3557
Dr. Sooriabalan » Fax (416) 431-3701

3030 Lawrence Ave. E. Suite # 410
‘Scarborough, Ontario

M1P 277
11. §St. Michael Hospital Tel. (416) 867-7461
Department of Family Medicine Fax (416) 867-7498

Dr. Devanesen
30 Bond Street
Toronto, Ontario

M5B 1WS8
12. Barrister & Solicitor, Notary Public ~Tel. (416) 499-2760
Nathan Sritharan Fax (416) 499-3977

2190 Warden Ave. Suite 208
Scarborough, Ontario
M1T 1V6

B. MEDIA

The following newspapers and radio and television programmes from

across Metro Toronto can be helpful in promoting events or

programs.

NEWSPAPERS

* Mansaty newspaper Tel. (416) 321-0989

. Fax (416) 321-5472

* Eela Nadu newspaper Tel. (416) 588-5112

Fax (416) 588-1094

* Surijan newspaper Tel. (416) 283-8946

| Fax (416) 283-8946

* Pothikai newspaper ' Tel. (416) 284-6730

Fax (416) 425-5813
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Thamilar Mathiyil directory Tel.
Fax

TELEVISION

*

Toronto Rogers Cable 10
Tamil Community Programming

RADIO

* Tamil Ossi Tel.
*  Radio Asia Tel.
* CTPC (Begins Jan/1996) Tel.

C. TAMIIL, BUSINESS
The following Tamil businesses in the City of York are frequented
used by the Tamil community and can be helpful in promoting events
or programs.

*

Rajee Tel.
1708 Jane Street

Weston, Ontario

M6N 284

Ethayams Tel.
2101 Weston Road

Toronto, Ontario

MON 1X7

Lucky Convenient Tel.
1577 Lawrence Ave. W.

Toronto, Ontario

M6L 1C4

D. TEMPLES
Hindu Temples and Tamil Christian Churches can be useful locations

(416) 321-1354
(416) 321-3944

(416) 431-7508

(416) 298-4800

(416) 752-7699

(416) 241-9997

(416) 242-9398

(416) 246-9383

to promote events and programs for the Tamil community.

*

The Hindu Temple of Canada Tel.
10945 Bayview Ave.

Richmond Hill, Ontario

L4C 4X7

Sri Thurkkai Amman Kowvil Tel.
30 Carnforth Road

Toronto, Ontario

M4A 2E7

(905) 883-9109

(416) 759-9648
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* St. Anthony's Church Tel. (416) 536-3333
1041 Bloor St. W. '
Toronto, Ontario
M6H 1M4

* Sivan Kowvil Tel. (416) 398-7448
'205 Champagne Dr. Unit 1
Downsview, Ontario
M3J 2C6

E. OTHERS STRATEGIES

Flyers on the street and door-to-door contacts in buildings and
neighbourhoods with large Tamil populations can be a useful
outreach strategy. Neighbourhoods with higher concentrations of
Tamil residents have been identified as:

Jane & Lawrence Keele & Eglinton
Weston & Lawrence Dufferin & Eglinton
Weston & Church
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XI. APPENDICES: RESEARCH NOTES

A. INTERVIEWS WITH COMMUNITY AGENCIES & BUSINESSES SERVING TAMIL

July 7, 1995 Sumathy Christy
South Asian Social Services Organization

July 12, 1995 Jaya Surendren
North York Community House

July 13, 1995 Jody Rajalingam
Riverdale Immigrant Women's Centre

July 14, 1995 Shyamala Shanmuganathan
Chellam Sivasithambaram
South Asian Women's Centre

July 19, 1995 Siva S. Nathan
Senior Tamil Centre

July 20, 1995 Sivajini Jegatheeswaran
Wellesley Hospital
St. James Town Health Centre

July 24, 1995 Prithiviraj Devarajah
Tamil Youth Association
July 26, 1995 Nagarajan Ramalingam
Family Service Association
July 27, 1995 Amala Ambalawarner
Flemington Neighbourhood Services
July 28, 1995 Douglas Disseverasinghe
: Rogers Road Welfare Office
July 31, 1995 Kumar S. Sriskanda
Lawyer
August 1, 1995 Dr. Devanesen

St. Michael Hospital

August 8, 1995 Mr. Kanagasapabathy
North York Board of Education

August 10, 1995 Nathan Sritharan .
Barrister & Solicitor, Notary Public

August 16, 1995 Dr. Sooriabalan, Psychiatrist
Scarborough Hospital
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B. TAMIL EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS

July 27, 1995 SEMINAR ON HEART PROBLEMS
Dr. Devanesen and Dr. Nithiya Ramani
Wellesley Hospital

July 29, 1995 WORKSHOP ON DEPRESSION
Dr. Sooriabalan
Wellesley Hospital

c. DOOR~-TQ~ R EY

July 27, 1995 Door-to-Door Interviews
1577 Lawrence Ave. West
In cooperation with North York Community House
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_Sri Lanka

S

s urging
LankaE

Mass exodus of. refugees from rebel-beld nurth uncontrcﬂable i

Beuters News Agency

COLOMBO -~ Moderate Tamil groups
caled for an immediate ceas

Si Lankas separatist war. yesterday
and sad the exodus of refugees from
the rebel-held north was out of control
and could be, compared only to Bos-

. “The loss of life has been unpmce-
dentedly heavy among the civilians,
not to mention the high toll. among
the. V.. militants. as. well as secunty,‘
pemonnel,' ‘the ‘groups said in " a.
statement;’ strmsmg that fighting was
reaching a climax in the north. N

“The exodus is urncontrollable,” the
statement said=“The fleeing of nearly *
half a million people is an index of the
terror that has gripped them. The ref-
ugee problem is unmanagesble. . -
People are facing starvation.”

It said there was an acute shortage
of milk for infants and no antibiotics

of medicine. “The situation can only |.

be compared to that of Bosnia,” it
said.

¥ Residents fleeing the north said in
the central town of Vavuniya there
was aline a 1% Jdlometres long out-
Sde the-hospital a Chavakachcheri, a
refugee detination south of Jaffna la
g& with peopie suffering sores di-
arrhea and fever.

. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam are fighting for a homeland in
the north andeast in awar that began
1n1983 s

r— e e =tdmomany

Government troops a6 now massed
in the northern Jaffna peninsula for
an expected assault on Jaffpa town

The military said yesterday that

The group of nine-Tamil irions and.
parties dso called for the immediate

‘commencement of a politica process
for a negotiated settlement.

“It {s- our considered view that
bombing and shelling of areas of high
civilian concentration will drive the
people away from their homes,”
said.

on Tuesday of bombing civilian areas
at Kopai, Chunnakam and Changanai,
all eqmd.tstant from Jaffna town. The
military has many times denied bomb
ing civilians but says there are bound
to be some civilian casualties in con-
ventional warfare.

The groups’ statement sa:cl the
LTTE had “declared openly” that they
would consder a federd condtitution.
as an alterpative to “Eelam,” their
would-be  homeland.

devolution “peace package? offering

federalism in all but name, and brok:

a 100-day ceaseﬁre wnh the govern-
ment in April. -

The ’Ihmﬂ statement W&B drawn u
by parties including the Tamil United
Liberation Front, which has five seats
in the 225seat parliament, and the
once-militant People’s Liberation Or-
ganization of ’Iarml Eelam, wmch has
throe seats. .

Also mm g the Statement were the
Tamil"Eelam Liberation' Otganization,
virtually wiped out-by- the LTTE in
1086, and the Eelam Revolutionary Or-
ganization of Students, founded in

troops were continuing. to- “consol-
idate in newly captured areas’ outsde
Jaffna town, believed to have been
laced with mines by fleeing rebels.

“The exodus is : "
uncontrollable. The_:-.- o
fleeing of nearly half a
“million people is an:
.index of the terror that
has gripped them.” -

._4

., cely anti-LTTE Eelam People’s Demo-
cratic Party, whose leader, Dougla

e

1975 and the first outside group to be
trained by the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization.

Absent from the list was the fier-

Mr. Devananda, known for fhe WO
Browning p
a khaki belt is currently |II the United
Stata

it ;

The LTTE accused the armed forces

But analysts said the LTTE refused { civillans and the army said
invitations to discuss a wide-ranging,,

northernmost port of) Point '; B Troops =’

istols he wears tucked into Tigers have waged war for +:

“locento Sidar

Nobem\oqr

L.‘J.

Captllredb

" COLOMBO . (Reuter)
Sti Lankan forces haveqn-

tured the m?m Tamﬁolitical_‘

headquarte
rebels on, the outskirts of - sistance "I’

encountered many antl-per
sonnel’ mines and rebel re -
the latest ﬁght

[ stronghold-of Jaffna, '~ f‘ing P
ther g ™ + The ad’vance of the 515
Dmsion zon- . the ¥ easterz

yesterday. o
Tamil residents from Jaff-

€ na arriving in the govern-
ment-held town of

flank was :slowed ! by min.
fields ‘while thé’53nd Divi

slon,: sn"the western: flank
aVURIYa -captired a large rebel train

’

) saidmemnyhadseizedthe ing camp_in Urum
P | Kondavil-based ' headquar-- B b i piral,

suburb about 5. ldlometne

of Tamil Eelam, about 5 ki- . northeast; of Jaffna. it said

metres MOrth of Jaffna. ¢ "

! The. Interniational’ Com-
mittee of the Red Cross pull-..
‘ed out of Jaffna, saying the -
northern  bastion was  about
to become a major battle-
, ground between guerrillas’ ; sai
and advancing government ... >+ gad
troops. ‘vencing troops with mortar
“(The Red . Cross) has,; {and (army) artillery retaliat
, temporarily shifted its local .- &d, # nettralizing - most ¢©
offlce from ' Jaffna to. (the ™" these ‘mortar posmons”
- also. ‘;recovere:
P%dct'“ " -its statement said, ; © small. arms ,. rocket .launck:
ing the' agency’s convoy,, .- ers and’ other equipment |ef

pnses an elabox:ate networ
.of roads and a welllaid ou

huilding?; complex:?, lectur.
hall wn:h undergﬁ'oun bur,

rers of the Liberation Tigers
0.

5 Devananda, yyas the tareet of an off|about 30 vehicles and 220 %" hehindbvthe rebels, it said
LTTE assassmaﬂm attempt m (cto- (Ipeople ;& ached its destina- Travellers:. from 7 Jaffn:
ber.” tion safely. * % 5l the;militaryyesterda

capturéd * the. xsuburb'iic
'l:hinnnvell.f'l 1.6; lkllometre
12 years against the mainly ! from.theceéntre” of Jaffna.
Buddhist Sinhalese govern- 9 . Jaffna ‘residents’ said i
"ment to esteblish & Tamil :',‘portarit:Tiger; leaders ha
homeland in . Sri Lanka's % fled’ the northems ‘pentnsul
north and east. Some 50,000 ¥, and ‘moved to the-jungles
people have died in the car- ,_,Killnochchionth
nage. i .« .o 5 to evadé’ant amkydragnet

The predqmmantly I-hndu
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A ',.WS _

41'«-&?-!?\, e e—any,

T Sr Lanka s |

:;’f; 0.._.surrenf“f er

Lt LT A

from” Ihe,co%srtgﬁtt fhimping of- aA |
bty ‘Tamil Tigers==

toryiidas, . -
S Lanka’

Lot e S]] dream
€5 country’s.. ngzhern Jaffnal .

peninsuls, inflicting heavy loss-’ Of V ICtOI'y

es and dHVIHV tham further into |
the sh.

A mass exodus of refugees is 1;
fleeing in front of them and the |
Tlgers sy amy shelling is Jll- |

ing cmhans trying to escape. =
As the army closes'in on Jaff-

na, Sri Lankans are looking to!
the east for. the next round in a.ml

i ded that by weakening us; ;
Ve are golng to.come to

escalating civil war. . .
The T|ger rebels control V&t W‘mecoamumm !
stretches of countryside here Karikalan
and their hit-and-run attacks Prabhakamnisa si:ggggg;? gnn%nd to
against soldiers,. police,. and ﬁersonallty cult o spellbinding tha’tmhel
even villagers,” areé warning, as cadres so devoted they'll tumt
signs that the worst may be yet | themselves into human bombs if or-|
to- come s - T dered, to
. Sivanagnanam Karﬂcalan, ‘the Meiand women serve in the sicide |
Tigers_ leader, in -eastern. Sri bombing unit, whose victims include!
Lanka and the Olg,'uez-m]a force's sved Si Lankan military and naliti-
deputy commandér, ‘insists the cal leaders as well as former Indian
rebels’ are holding .. their own prime Minister Rajiv. Gandhi.
against a powerful onslaught Each one of "Prabhakaran’y” figers;
and  won't swurender, | wear long, glass vids of cyanlde
__‘The_government doesn’t ! around their necks and are under or- 1
want to admit it, but tt@‘%‘ﬂndmg-': ders to kill themselves if that's the only
very hard to get into Jaffna because we-eape from capture.
are fighting very hard,” Karikalan said With his easy smile, and owlish,
a hs headquaters here yesterday. ;black-rimmed i Karilalan harc
“But even the capture of Jaffna doeg:},lo0ks like the ruthless terrorist de-
not mean the end of the feud.” ipicted in government  news releases.
No matter how hard they're pound.| His dek in a small, spartan office is
ed, the Tigers will keep trying to carve gvered ?v a white tablecloth decorat-
out a homeland called Eelam, Karika-|€¢ with lace Toses.
lan sad throu% an mterpreter On one side of his desk, there are a
The military had better halt its offen- [few bottles of typewriter correction flu-
stve soon or We will have permanen y lld, a stapler, and a short-wave radio.
closed the door to peagg » he add * The holster that carries. his 9 mm
“If the government™1ias agv.3 e,,_t{‘tngtol and cartridges, and 2 mini flash-
by weakening us, we ae g om%to come s.Jaid out on the other Sre- °

to a roundtable and talk to tbem, then; B e ‘blames =
T oy rong” R e, D m/

. eastery, yillages, ‘such as an altack
We have start& this war becalise the pight ofIges, on
we wanted a permanent peace. T. hg;lﬁm Nov. 3, when four children

20 \niewr throals out and o To
people want that, O we also want it™ pepeadad - ﬂﬂmdafomml

. Government  troops  continued i Karikal g
an admits that his guerritlag

Slow " advance opn J: 2 vesterda attack vill
They're still shout a_ Kilometre Ouats| ages, but he nsists they only
the city and are meeting stiff resistance kill in thoss armed by the gOVemmenU}

from the rebels almost every step of |5I'.1n°‘15§5¢,‘-’,"here & man has a gun and
the way. - Him” th Iction to US, we must kill;
Hoping for al the help they can,cet MM, e rehel  commender  said

authoriies have boosted the reward for 'fBUt murdefmfg children ils t?e WOI‘k‘
overnment torces, _Sim| or
the capture of the Tjpers' chief com. paga%lda to make the Tlgerpsymok @&?' :

mander, Velupillal Prabhakamn to "he addad

Pahthamby Chandran “who S&I'VCI
five years in the rebel amy before des
erting on Oct. 30, says the Tigers ofte:

- strike villages to get revenge for th

deaths of Tamil civilians. .
The order is usudly to kill two Sin

- halese for every Tamil who dies by th

government’s hands, according t
Chandran, now a prisongr in a govern
ment jail' in Batticdoa '

When new recruits go out on opera

- tions, unit commanders . watch to se
" who are’ the best candidates for futur

massacres, Chandran claimed durin;
an interview in front of pnson end at
my officers.

“There are some (Joeople who evel
when they see a child, they don't give i
damn,” he said. “They cut him int
pieces. But there are some ‘member

“who ignore the child and go for th
' target.

“They monitor exactly how you reac
to a situation. If you are an unmercifu
killer, you =re chosen for that task
Others are not touched.” ‘

#rd

The government Iaunched its currer
offensive against the Tigers a mont
ago after the rebels turned down a
offer of drong regional powers for th
north and. east and started shootin
again.

Foreign gov&fitiéts, such as Cana
da's, a€ pressuring both sides to haw
another go a negotiations because nei
ther sde in the civil war seems gble t
win a total victory. *

The army has thrown more tha
20,000 troops into the assault on Jaffn:
and tHat’s forced the military to lowe:
its guard in the east; where Karikalan'
guerrillas have the upper.hand. .

Outside the regional capital, Batum
loa, the front-line is as thin as the city’
boundary and the two-lane roads ha
link it to the:rest.of Sri Lanka...
The vast n-countryside of. ria
paddies and jungle dretching off intc
the horizon - is all. Tiger country. .

: Government: military?- oommandev
admtt privately that the Tamil Tigers
control 90 per cent of “northeastern-Sr
Lanka, ‘almost half. the ‘territory they
rwant as thelr own country.

It's the same area where just last
year, Resident Chandrika Kumaratun.
g2 won her biggest election landdides,
with as much as 94 per cent of the vote
tj some dlstrlcts o

N pnw YT ey e
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km government to allow the en-
try of foreign aid and to em-
brace a just peace.

Liberal MPP Tony Ruprecht
received a loud ovation with his
call to “Step the killing.” Many

5 constituents in his Parkdale rid-
ing ~nme from Sri Lanka, ‘

Ruprecht urged Ottawa to tel
the Sri Lankan government “ic

_ _ Marchers Jn the parads car- do just one thing — to immedi-

STAFF REPORTER - asngvedrerﬁ? nstration was held ried posters saying “No food, no atelsv stop (the ﬁbgétiﬂg) and gc
Thousands of Canadian Tam- itherr  attacic oS, COtiAUe medicing. no shaltas ” “Sand v t0 the bargaining fhla i~

ils paraded on University Ave. - g =ie on Tamil Tiger lef aid” and “ Stop the genocide] . ' 1he Tamil™ people simply

' : guerrillas in the country’s north- of the Tami " vant justice and fairness . .
erda; , e Tamil le. ‘want | .
zonﬁ%;ein;roti:tr *Eheyﬁfgét o% %maﬁ“a pecinsula,”wher e ~Fesides (e ﬂbgt-wim the jaill Ruprecht said. “Let the Tami
fellow Tamils in Sri Lanka. "+ Efe trying to carve Qut 2 cgl] another held a large repliical People determine their own  fu-
me rally incuded a float papy gaﬂec‘i‘ Eelam. of a bombed out schcolhouse. |ture and structure their own
holding a jail cell containing' gy, OF e estimated ne =ty which confarmnas, destiny.”
three shackled Tamils and post- 1291000 Tamils in Canada are organizers estimate drew about _AnOther speaker, Vasantha
ers demanding aid, shelter andb?:iv;d.tg have come from'thei}§ (00 people, began with the Raja of London, formerly heac
an end to the killing, s 'singing of “Q Canada,” and a of the Sinhalese Section of the

% wng orcanized Sy the Fed- 50"&%&“&&??3? bes:r); two-minute Sllence for the Tam- BBC World Service, told the

) St . . #i dead. Star: ~{f the French people ir
eradon of Associations of Cana< forced out of their homes in the™ ded. - e ;
dian Tarls “to draw the aten-larea and the Sri Lankan govern- A number of speakers repeai-Quehec had undergone 2 min-

ton Of our Canadian govern- ment is preventing food an _i‘e'd the message that nationsure, fraction ¢f what the Tam:

o aad i PNt i " ‘throughout the world shouldpeople had suffered under the

en: and our fellow Canadian medicing sent'oy the United Nag e p pi aime foF‘TFirpgi.fh"*se government, the Ca-
pegole 1o e murderous offen- fons and other relief agencies ¢ - - I g aiese ZOVerT >
sive by the Sri Lenan govern- from being delivered 10 those "osand, provide relief for the nacian federation would hav:
mamt mpminet the Tamil nannle” i -aad T refugees, pressure the Sri Lan. bmken up a loang tmt? ago.
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};ﬂHe t;vxal of

" . BYPAUL WATSON:
‘e ASIANBUREAU-.

BA'I’I'ICAIDA, Sn Lanka
__'I'he names of the disappeared-
are written out in blize ink in an
"accountant’s ledger, along with
a few sentences, about the 1ast
days they were seen alive, i
7 .There are 25 names in all. But !
.they’re not thé only ones who'
‘have ennsmg."‘"f‘?‘""'
F I mgona 'liké these, few who'|

-

'know what's going on have the|
-courage’ to, ‘walk:-.up the .dark’

rearsmrwenofthelocalCathOn:& by the day, strring Up’ old
<o hatreds . between the majorxty'

the verge ofse:mgthemrﬂz—
ern city of Jaffne; capital of the"
independent homeland.the Lib--
of TamilEelam

eration
are fighting to-create.dbwad &

RECRUIED AT 14: This Tamil T;ge;,“
cyanide to swallow if captured, isy,
vas ph@tographed near Batmcaloa. -

'!Asthe

25

ca.rrymg assault £

~ ‘plane 2 delivering Barbed yire.to -

theu'oopsnear.laffnayster
day,kﬂlmgatlaasttwocrew
] ".x

ey, 'v:;"_"f"—‘f
| 'meydledxnhosmmlaﬂerbe-
| ing rescued at sea, while.a third
?&n&nvived.'l‘hreeothersare

m]mgl r-‘!“&'i“"
’ round n

“yéat . civil swar - - escalates;: the
Lmidmegmundisamngmhom.
Extremists are

-Si
SunandaDshapnya.aprom
inent: Smhalse:r‘J
‘whose for a nego-
“tiated peace.bas drawn. death
thmts for years, was badly

B afraid to speak- out-
4 what's hap
§ local priests, who geg’ fbeuzpom

the|MOve agan |

Say something bad about
Tigers above a whisper to
v | trusted friend and thensksna
% |row down to ome.
"l “ws very simple,” a 1oc
.|| leader of the peace commith
| said. “T wouhld be killed”: . x
One of disappeared 1
corded in his ledger 1s Sang2
lin Chandran, a 30-year-0
Tagr.ﬁ]irl1 man who wen:t yearmlsm
| Now. 2.0
= = | . The mdencepomtstoaga:
%;-;thﬂﬁfxem i e e
EWSE roa humanngﬁteg workers~ wi
. | have mmugated h15 d:sappez

anre e w
: The thugs are ‘the last sur
vors Of the Peo OPI% m
. T (s et Ormmzatlon
Iamngnghr militants who tried to take «
errﬂlas’handsbecausethey the Tiger rebels andweress
would love to sée’ anti-Tamil ni-! tematically wiped out::#
ots that would dmntheseamty As Tiger assassins deqmatl
forces even more, he argued | thair the Tamil mi
. government”; hasy’ let tants turned to the S Lank
rees that will first tuml army for protection and th
against i1 andthentumagamst'developed into Q, small dea
the peace forces within the govs SQuad known &s, the Moh
ermnment,” Sad Deshaprlv&edk Group, o i
tor Of‘ménewspaperYuk:h;ya;'- A suspected member wi
People in Batticaloa- are so identified himself as Rame&
demanded Chandran's ident

card gt one of many chec
that even the in Batticaloa on Nov.

strength nght from God, wmthe mlssmg man ssster repo

" foui Tmots reaf tnan o any- dran toI d he?"the ne
bﬁ; :ﬁ: mﬁmﬂy&hﬂ said day’ he was ordered t0 o to
o rivately, with |military intelligence camp
hushed voices. P e up his mgglri The am

The death fad umenrights imveigat

thet'he was never there..
"I‘hey sy he went off a

joined the " one Cathol
church Worker sad. 'Ihat's i
usual statement.”
On Nov. 8, soldiers at the m

ds are on the
this east-coast
rity c;avniclj no mattelr which_side of
+he war people are on, th
know that baving an op:monelg
encugh to get them killed. -
Criticize the government' or
| its military and you're automati- |i
cally a stooge of the rebel Tamil:
Tigers. You're harassed, arrest-:
ed, or simply made to disap--
pear, according to local and for-"

e I B g S

beaten by a mob near Colombo

~— TemmAner ="

eign human-rights workers, *
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Chandran never showed tp, but
admitted they did have his ID

card, accordmg to the human- :

rights activist.:-
The following day, men in i~
vihan clothes mlled at_Chan-

‘They threatened the S|ster
the mother — everybody — and

my changed its story again, in- 3
sisting it did not have his ID
cud after all, Finally, a colonel
agreed to meet with activists. "

: “Fommately he is a genﬂe-
man,qone sad “He accepted
thatthecardhadbeentalmn.
Hehasngenasevere

of mwtyshould
not takeng; &

Yet still, no one knows what
ed to Chandran,
He s&meed nor_ allve
Just
The same peaple who believe
the army kifled him also tell of
Tamil Tiger supporters who use
extortion and kidnapping ‘to;
raise money for the war effort.|
Four years ago, an elderly
Batticaloa man conspicuous for;
being a good farmer bad to give!
the equivalent of.
$17,000 when they threaten
to murder him, the humane:
activist said. -
"I'he people of Banicaloa are|

angry with the people because
they are not supporting them.”
In a mainly Tamil region

kgpt . ON PROWL: Tam11 Ttger.rebels pass in single file on
demanding answers and the ar- road nea.r Battlcaloa, acity Where peace ; actmsts

ed. ra we&mﬂde Tiger Wat?’s E%i‘%&;’gre than 20 Egu tha

‘Amxt their forces hold no more

where President Chapdrika Ku-|

maratunga’s peace platform’
wunitsstmnges'tsupportmlast:

year's elections, the army is
day.

winning mmore enem1es by the:

Sri Lanka
q

..

The- bloodshed i§ ‘only 1idrd-

gl cning the resolve on both sides
to win a war the expens say

‘cannot be won. oy

' Kandy and hauled off six

Frustrated, the . ent
and the rebels are gcvemmswmew
enemies wherever ﬂley look.
Last weeken, ed a
Catholic retreat{)0 in the of
It

S

il last'I‘uesday th .| Om Monday, four - solchers
alU;mtm-y mmman;;egt ;:s‘&ed when their vehicle ran over

known as a hearts-and-mind @ land mine just outsxde of
town, x>

; 'den in their car.

B priests, allofthmn’ram;!s.

They ‘were detained for 24

| hours, interrogated . about . their

feelings toward the Tiger guer-
rillas, then releasad thhout
‘Two other pneets were m

ed on their way to Jaffna earlier
this month when they were

g stopped at a roadblock and sol-

33 diers found coils of copper wire
33 and a large cache of money hid-

o

Deshapnya was on his way to

a meeting of more than 80 non-

governmental  organizations
rom Sri Lanka and abroad
‘when he was attacked 'I‘uesday
in the town of Bentata.. : ; ;.

. The statenun and: Smhalse

—~news media had denounced the

forum as a Tamil Tiger front for
several days and a mob of some
50 people was out in front of the
Bentota Beach Hotel to stop it.

man, a specialist in charming: N
theloczlpeopleovertotheguv— Thenextdzy,ﬁvebuspassen-
ernment’s sider - > - gers were killed when. they ran

Brig. SmPlensnowgrvesthe maﬁreﬁghtbetweensoldxers
orders in Batticaloa. He used to and guerrillas near Batficaloa. i
head the special forces, elite . That night, the thud of artil:
commandos whose strength is lery guns echoed from the city’s.
close combar, not genﬂepersua outskirts when troops fought off
sion.- - . v YNa guerrilla mortar attack, con-i
Manyarereadmghlstransfer sidered a regular test of the
as yet another sign that the mili-. city’s defences.i> -
tary is preparing for an new of-; Even mthout an all-out war
fensive in the region to squeeze 1 like the one outside Jaff-
the Tigers even harder. ina., the fighting near Batticaloa

The arettyingtore-ghaskﬂled‘izesoldxemmthe
build their strength with con-|seven months since the Tigérs’
smptsthatmcludechﬂdren. ]rtjmdthepeaceplanandre

eightmantmrtguardmga sumed the war.

Deshapriya says . someone
recogni him and started
shouting, “Kotil Kotil” — the
|Sinhala word for tiger. .- :

Severaldraggedh:mfmmhls
car and pummeled him,: de-
mand.mg to know if he
Tamil. - S 1

“Id1dn‘twanttosa Iwasnot
a Tamil,” he said. “It’s kind of
an insult Why should I say
that? I'm a citizen. What would I
have said if one of my friends
were there? Hes a Tamﬂ and
m pot?”.,: °
While the crowd conunued

beanngDathnyaandgot

WJ'-‘-A&L_.—-L _..,.._.L._..ﬁ -——

year-old boy who said he Jomedl jod last th or oﬁ'i-
the rebels when he was 11.% E:,nm yeaf; esem

Sanorcommandersheread— Thereamfrmhgravamn
gercmmtrytooOnenewcem-
jetery is surrounded . by* .a
‘barbed-wire fence and. sits in
o front of a building destroyed in
M Bt Jed 10
For - months, saldiers havesom %;geﬁgaped~—--
donelitﬁemoremtheareaﬂ:an.each tombstone’_ and, - in “

than a parrow of* land;
along the coast and the city, of’
Batticaloa,: which . the- 'ﬁgets
have taken before.'$i35%: 14

— G

fmntrow 300fthedeadrebels )

sameiarmy. .fruck - pulled: up. He
begged the soldiers to save him'

~fand theytust watched. ttleJour-

nalist said.

Deshapriya ﬁnany managed
to crawl up on to the back of
their truck, beside two coffins.

The soldiers told bim to run,

-}so he did, and madeé it to a taxd.

that took him to the police sta-
e{tion where he lodged a com-
laint.

They haven't arrested a single

| PETSpn.

same day in August.,‘;'-:afa:c.v.tz. 3
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Sri Lanka moves to
crush Tamil rebels
at home and abroad

|
BY NOMI MORRIS

he names of the villans do not appear on intenationa
war crimes ligs. There is no shuttle diplomacy organized
@ from  Washington. Ingtead, the 131 Sinhalese villagers
i that Tamil rebels massacred in recent weeks-like the
@l sores of Mudims a prayer they hacked to desth with
machetes in. 1990—are vicims of an ugly, fa-off wa, hugdy
ignored by the world community. Nonethdess, the conflict be-
tween the militant Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the
_sometimes equally brutal Sri Lankan army has killed some
50,000 people since 1933 and forced more than 500,000 Tamils
into exile. Within that diaspora, the largest group, about
125000, have meade ther way to Canadaand find them&es
gill caught up in the bloody struggle for a Tamil Sate

As the Si Lankan govenment wages its higgest-ever assault
on the Tiger<controlled Jaffna peninsula, it is bent on crushing
not only the guerrillas, but also their international support
base We will be fighting this war to a conclusion” sad Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratmga of the amy offensve that began
on Oct 17 and has dready taken the lives of more than 1400
Tigers and 300 soldiers. By last week, & government troops
alvanced on Jffna City, the refugee total from the current
fighting had risen to 400,000, ad relif workes waned of a
dire hurnanitarian crigs Tens of thousands of people had fled
o towns et of Jaffna, while 100,000 Tamils crossed a lagoon
to reach the mainland and camped out in schools and temples.
The Red Cross shifted operations from Jaffna City to the har-
bor town of Point Pedro.

The amy proceeded cautioudy, clearing land mines and boo-
by traps. Military officials had expressed fears that the Tigers
were clearing civilians from Jaffna City in order to use chemical
weapons, a strategy that would not surpass the horror threshold
of a group whose members recently chopped off heads of Sip-
halese villagers and shot a mother and her six-week-old baby.
Jat week, two rebel suicide bombers killed 20 civilians and §
injured 40 in an attack near militay headouarters in Colombo. . ki N . . - h

Such excesses have helped shift the moral bdlance for countrieslike! Wounded quuernment vﬂdierv!'fﬂ’.'.lf'ﬂ}lal-%hjﬁng balance
Caneda which previoudy showed a far degree of sympahy for the’ cepnad Canaeds is the worstculprit with regard to fuading.”

Tamil independence drive as wefl as intolerance for the strong-arm’ 1 a5t MONth immigration aithorities in Toronto aresed Tiger fund-
response of pest Si Lankan govenments. Now, the more moderate} pmicer Manickavasagam Suresh, 40, in connection with afleged teror-
Kunmnmga regime,'elected}ast Yedr, has Stepped Up pressure on for- 'Stacﬁwty It was the firs t time the Nationd Security Cerﬁﬁcate"‘aﬂ
eign governments-in particular Canada-to take a harder line, | ti-terror measure that requires the immigration’ minister's Signa-
aganst expatriate Tamils who are major finandal conhiiutors to theaflwe__has beensed.tn. detain 2 Tamil refugee claimant jn Canada.
Liberation Tigers. ‘Canada has been a hotbed of the Tigers Tha is "ﬂu’s represents a shift in, Canadian policy,” says David Jeyaraj, editor
Where' the higgest con?ributio.n comes from,” says G.. B. Kotakadeniya, f a Canadian Tamil weeekly paper. ‘Ottawa is now siding with the
a police spokesman in Coiombo. Adds Konrad Sigurdson, Canada's ?ﬂ’l Lankan govemaidnt" Withindays of the Suresh arrest, another
high commissioner in Sri Lanka: “As far as a lig of countries is con- alleged Canadian link 0 the war sufaced: police in Colombo reported
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finding an airmail envelope with a Toronto address on the body of a
suicide bomber who st tire to oil depots in Colombo during the first

days of the current battle. The family living a the Canadian address
has denied any involvement. “This iS part of the government’s current
campaign to discredit the {Tigers],” said a former Tiger leader now
living in Canada, who declined to be named. “Someone on a suicide
mission doesn't cam, names and addresses with them”
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Tamils derﬁon str

Nehru Guna, a spokesman for the Federation of Associations of -
Canadian Tamils, says Colombo became concerned about the clout of
the Canadian community after a pro-Tiger demonstration i Toronto
last June attracted 20,000 people Most Tamils in Canada have been
recognized by Ottawa as refugees, considered victims of more than a
decade of S Lankan army repression in the morth, which included
torture of activists and the gorggi ng of cvilians. Coming from that vio-
lent environment, many feel they have no choice but to back the Tigers
as the only available agents of resistance. “Politics iS brought to the
youngsters of i Lanka,” says Guna, 31, a former student leader who
arived in Canada five years ago. Your education is taken away from
you, your employment is taken away from you, your future is a question

mark. You are brought to the point where you have to act for yourself”
The origins of the conflict go back to 1947 when the British with-

. year after the pullout, the Tigers were implicated in the

Now, with the rainy season at hand, Kumaratunga is under pressure
from hardline Buddhist clergy to smash the rebels before putting ;
through her congtitutional changes. But the taldng of Jaffma City,
though a major blow to the Tigers, will not end the war since they -
have already moved men and materiel to the east and south There |
they will be able to regroup, as they have in the past. Indiawas forced
to increase troop levels to 50,000 to withstand  guerrilla raids when
New Dehi tried to enforce a peace accord between 1987 and 1990. A.
fter th oul _ assasgination !
of Intian"Rime Minister Rajtv Gandhi in the southern Indian state of |
Tamil Nadu. The guerrillas have Since run their own mini-government !
in Jaffna~—complete with police, courts and tax-collection agencies

That is why Colombo's current offensive includes asking foreign
governments like Canada’s to help choke the Tigers' lifeline. “If you |

drew from their former colony of Ceylon, ending a regime that had  are fuelling this conflict by allowing the people in your country to
granted relatively equal weight to ethnic monarchies, including the  contribute, then you are partly responsible for the conflict,” argues
mostly Hindu Tamils. Suddenly, that group found itself reduced to Nanda Godage Of the Sri Lankan foreign ministry. Godage Sys

minority status—Tamils now make up 32 million Of the 18 million
population-and subject to increasingly harsh assimilationist poli-
cies in language, education and employment of the mgority Sin-
halese, who are mainly Buddhist By the time anti-Tamil riots broke
out in Colombo in 1983, killing 400, the
Tigers had become a guerrilla force
fighting to break off the northern and
eastern coastal areas into a homeland
they would call Tamil Eelam.

A particular sore point has been the
resettlement of Sinhalese peasants to :Et
the Tam&dominated fertile eastern 3
region of Sri Lanka. Long-smmering om
communal hatred in these areas—
which ds0 includes a substantid Mus-
lim minority-forms the backdrop to
the gruesome reports of a least five
Tiger massacres of Sinhalese villagers -
there in recent weeks,

The barbarity enly adds to the Tigers’ image as extremists who will
stop at nothing to achieve an independent state in one-third of what is
now Sri Lanka In April, they broke an internationally monitored
ceasefire and abruptly pufled out of peace talks set in motion by Ku-
maratunga after her election. In Augud, the president uaveiled plans
for congtitutional reform that would grant more powers to Sri Lanka's
eight regions, including greater autonomy for the Tamils. The
Tigers rejection of those reforms has further squandered the pa-
tience of severa Western governments-as well as many in their own
community. ‘Tm not realty sure why we're still fighting. The package
gives them pretty well everything they want,” says one dissenting
Tamil in Toronto. Moderates within the Canadizn community are
generaly afraid to speak out by name, lest they be targeted by Tiger
supporters. Last year, Toronto's Tamil Resource Cenhe was fire-
bombed atter officials accused both sides of violating human rights.

British intelligence agencies have reveded that Tamils in Britain
collect and send $510,000 a month to the Tigers. Says : “We:
have no figures, but it would be much, much more from Canadd’

Nehru Guna flatly denies allegations that Tamils in Canada are
bankrolling the Tigers. We simply
don't have the means” says Guaa.
“Tamils in Canada are a young immi- .
grant community, not yet established |
at a high enough level in the Canadian -
mainstream to contribute much.” He
says Tamil social agencies raised up toi
$100,000 last year for much-needed re-|
lief efforts But the bulk of money from ;
Canada goes directly to family members |
or organizations, he says Even acknowt:
edging that some may be seized by the |
A g Tigers for arms purchases, he asserts;
- & the figures do not add up. Says Guna: |
“Ta the north alene it takes a budget of $14 million a month to lock after
the basic needs of the people.” Si Lankan officias admit they cannot
know how much money may be diverted to the guerrillas from bumani-
tarian donations. Last week, though, authorities announced that all
relief for the refugees must be channelled through'state agencies, .

With 35,000 soldiers outide Jaffna City, Tamils fed themselves
as one exile in Toronto described if “between the devil and the deep
blue sea’ On one side is the full force of the military, on the other
the merciless Tigers. Some anaysts say the savagery displayed in
recent village massacres is an attempt to foment riots and divert
amy power to the south-but that hardly excuses the conduct Yet
the dream of Tamil Eelam is a powerful one for a people who have
long felt victimized, Watching a tragedy unfold in their homeland,
many Tamils in Canada cannot help but feel part of the fray.

With DEXTER CRUEZ In Colombo
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'ROAD CHECK: Sti Lankans’ civil rights have gone by the board as the government war with Tamil;
guerrillas grinds on. Here a soldier inspects travellers’ belongings. -. i

Government goes f0 | ies s lesson in what happens o & T they are doing the correct thing
: gue Jemocracy when war ureakswhy shuuld dicy be altald?™ thic Lishup

any | engt hS to keep . lout — the generals feel their power and asked.

| P . ¢ : .. . 3
: ) civil rights are the first to die. . “It’s a pathetic situation. People arej
WOI’| d N the dar k Lyingl':o journalists is just par for the moving in the thousands, just moving
. v course. : on the road with no hope on their fac-
@h@gtglﬂ war . Bishop Rayappu Joseph invited a re-gs. It's the first time there’s been a
BY PAUL WATSON “'porter to Visit him last week in govern-Whole mass exodus from Jaffna town.{ .
ASLANBUREAU . ‘ment-controlled territory on the north-But the ‘(military) operation is going}
KALPITIYA, Sr | Lankawest island of Mannar, but the militaryion, whatever happens. Thousands of
HE BISHOP of Mannar is alstood in the way. ' people have got killed.”

kind, welcoming man whol|  In the war against the Tamil Tigerq The Sri Lankan government, elected}
knows the suffering of hisguerrillas, the Catholic church is oftenilast year in a euphoric celebration of
people, which might be why iseen as one of the enemy, a fifth col-democracy, is now harassing clergy,
the generals are so deter- jumn that supports the separatists.  activists and politicians who criticize:

mined to keep journalists away from{ “They are only afraid you will come the massive offensive in the north.
his door. to know what is happening all over,” Several Catholic priests_have been

There's no end to what Sri Lankasfoseph said after the reporter reached
military will do to stop the outsidlehim on a neighbor's line. His own
world from knowing what's realy go-phone. is -out of order.
ing on here.
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battling the government offensive in who prefers to communicate with jour-!;

the north.
. s 4 Dalists by fax .
st being a Tamil is enough 10 sk ™uyy"js ot a ban,” Fernando insisted
arrest, “Bather, they won't permit it because

In the eastern port of Trincomales, of the 'situgiion. Once the Stuation has
residents sy police move through the oo 1 normal, and it is safe they will
city at night accompanied by infor- .p journalisfs to go.” '
mants wearing black hoods. If the ™ % & qaoerois in Mannar, no one
snitches nod in someone’s direction, pac toid the bishop ’
he's taken in for interrogation and can “There is no secu'rity problem here;
be locked up for months withaut joeeh” ssid. ‘There are over 3500 s

charge under emergency regulaions. ] \ S
Si Lakds commanders have divid-: gugty forcesi - It's a small island. This is

ed the country into two simple catego~: .
n'es:t sol-mllec(i]I cleafed areas?whicrr:git. a Th?rf cwlf;med”;‘;i nageing Worf’s
controls, and uncleared areas, where "5 ¢ma1 part is il
the Tamil revels are stll in command.. ¢q0 s;mcleaged, (e)lfsllzif p alonglgsﬁ%dnlgrgi
d é?ﬁceﬁgns g}mﬁgoqnhga%?greé‘a;oﬁg? coast where the Liberation Tigers of;
On an average day, 125 people take the Ta%ﬂafge%ﬁgl 1'&*5521.11 {lggseogassﬁ Lanka’s:
eight-hour boar fide there: high commend wants to keep iournal-

‘So it ought to be easy to call on the ists away. They might actually speak:
bishop == except that the Sri Lankan with rebels close to the red war, may- ,
navy decides who gets on the only boat. be even report their side of the story. |
to Mannar, Journalists are not wel-  Joseph was across the bay on the!
come  aboard. : mainland two weeks ago and went to|

When a reporter suggested that a the Jaffna area where government|
call to defence command would quick-! troops are driving out Tamil™Tfgers ™
ly clear up the misunderstanding, a na-, heavy fighting _ ‘
val officer said the base doesn't have a :  The government says it has captured,
phone link with headquarters in Co-i 75 per cent of Jaffpa town Tiger rebels |

lombo. continued to put up fierce resistancei
Even the officer had to laugh a the! yesterday and have vowed to tight on!
silliness of that lie. . once Jaffpna fdls. !

Still, the reporter had to use the only:  Government forces are obviously try-i
other phone in town, a a grocery store.: ing not to kill civilians, but some *of;
It took two days of haggling with: their shells and bombs are missing and
colonels, captains and brigadiers who hitting innocent people, the bishop:
all began by saying that Mannar is a sid, flatly contradicting military state-/
cleared area and then insisted, with ments.
equal certainty, that it isn't. “Compared to earlier operations, it is |
he ‘request for permission to visit; a little better,” he said during the tele-|
the bishop went al the way to the desk: phone call. '

of SriLanka’s defence secretary, Chan-i  Up to 300,000 civilians. are till
drananda de Silva. | caught in the war zone on the Jaffna

Any inquiries through his assistant,! peninsula, he said, and at least 4,000.
R J.}&e §,‘fvna, were rr%et with the Sri: refugees cross in boats each night
Lankan Military’s common response to! through a navy free-fire zone to reach
impertinent questions — he simply the mainland.

hung up the phone. He did it time after; “They are dl &frad, Joseph sad.
time, once adding a stream of invective: ‘They don't know what's going to bap-{
for emphasis. "ipenpne‘:')xtl' die h d there in th
' fey " e die here and there in' the
k;%m%gaﬁfpﬂ? ‘lee”c‘re%?“w‘}%’, shelling?but I'm not exactly sure of the

tor Fernando, intervened that anyone numbers.” )
fglt any obligation to explain why r Each day in the nays media,.the gov-
porters are barred from a cleared area. emrge?f aS;ureues eveéygne %’f re eeiss
Fernando relayed the prohibition or-|&re DeINg cared for. The d1:1'uth s

der from Brigadier Sarath Muna-theyTe only getting one meal a day an
most don't have proper clothing, shel-

singhe, the military’s spokesperson, ter or medical supplies, the bishop.
‘ said. . . :

'Témﬁsﬂ:) Star
Nodember 20, 1945




